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The Great C aſe Reſolved, 
ow to be certainly SAVED: 
lafruction for a Holy Life. 


The Neceſlit ity, Reaſon and 
Means of Holineſs. 


l. The Parts and Practice of a | 
Holy Life. 


or Perſonal Direction, and for Family 
lnſtruction. With two ſhort on: 
techiſms, and Prayers. 


READER, 


Gnorant Perſons cannot re- 
member long and many 
ords, nor underſtand « brief 
* and few Words. This 
1 maketh 


[ 51 


mnaleę up this unavoidable Defef 


a EFX CE. 
maketh it impoſſible to write 1 
Catechiſm, that ſhall be unſuii 
ble either to the Underſtanding 
or the Memory of ſuch. I mf 
therefore deſire the Teacher L \ 
by opening the meaning (eſpecialyſs, 7 
. of the Catechiſms) to the Chillen "© 
and Servants, when they have 
learned and ſay the Words: Read 
Ihe Inſtructions often to them, and 
preſs all, as you go, on their 4. 
fections. For the bare Word 
| without a preſent Guide, may eli 
De all oft, -.-*. 


* 1 


to 
Means of Holineſs. 
J 
.. To keep up the eee 7 the Conver- 


2, £ inſtruct thoſe in kame, that need 
them. * 


a matter of unexpreſſible Im- 


may not refuſe to read and conſider ſo 
ſhort a Leſſon, unleſs they think their 
Souls worth nothing. Sinner, as thou wilt 
ſhortly anſwer it before God, deny not 
to God, to thy ſelf, and me, the ſober 


A 3 pon 
D Ir. 8. Ic. Ma. 6. 37. Fob. 21. hg 0 28. 


C 1. Ads I, 2, 3. Pſal. 14. and 12. 


| The Neceſſi ity, FAT and 


Hough the (a) "Ps of Souls be 
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portance, yet (the Lord have 
nercy upon them * What abundance are 
„tere that think it not worthy of their 
| ſerious Enquiry, not the Reading of a good 
Book, one hour in a Week? For the ſake 
of theſe careleſs ſlothful Sinners, I have 
here ſpoken much in little room, that they, 
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pondering, and faithful practiſing the 


foreſee thy End, and know thy way, and 4 


till thy (c) Knowledge reach to God hin, Nur 
fſelf. Nor can it be dpoſed by any other: Ni. 


and Miſery hereafter : Nor can it be (e) 


wo The Great Caſe Reſolved, 


few Directions. WO? 
I. Begin at home and know thy ſelf : Con 
fider what it is to be a(b) M 7 o Tho hg: 
art made a nobler Creature than the is ' 
Brutes. They ſerve thee, and are govern eds 
by thee; and Death ends all cher pain 
and Pleaſures. But thou haſt Xeaſor to rul 
thy ſelf and them; to know thy God, and 


thy Duty. Thy Reaſon and Free will, and hat 
Executive Power, are part of the Image iſ 
God upon thy Nature; fo is thy Domini 
over the Brutes, as (under him) thou art 
their Owner, their Ruler, and their En Wyo, 
But thy Holy Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, and Nu. 
Ability, is the chief part of his Image, on 
which thy Happineſs depends. Thou halt 
a Soul that cannot be ſatisfied in Knowing, 


£ 


Nor can it (or the Societies of the Worl4) By 
be well governed according to its Nature, 
without regard to his Soveraign Authority, 
and without the hopes and (d) fears of Joy 
happy in any thing, but ſecing, and loving * 

. 5 and I — 
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, (b) Pſal. 8. 45 55 6. Gen. 1. 26, 27. Gen. 9. 6. 10 


C.gcl. 2. 10. (e) Foh. 17. 3. 1 Job. 4. 6, 7. Jer. 9. 24. WG 


Y Luc. 12, 4 5. C) Ffal. 16, 5, to Lt, 


How to be certainly Saved, 3 
nd delighting in this God, as he is 9 
the other World. And is this Nat nile 
gziren thee in vain ? If the Nature of 41. 
lings be fitted to its () V/e and End, then 
+ muſt be ſo with thine. | 
Il. By knowing thy ſelf then, thou muſt 
reeds know that there is a ( g) GOD; and 
that he is thy Maler, and infinite in all. 
Perfeftions;, and that he is thy Owner, thy 
ter, and thy Felicity or End, He is mac 
that ſeeth not; that ſuch Creatures have a 
Caſe or Maker, and that all the Power, 
ud niſdom, and Goodneſs, of the World is 
cauſed by a Power, and Wiſdom, and God- 
xs, which is greater than that of all the 
World. And who can be our Owner, but 
He that made us? And who can be our 
Abeſt Governour, but our Omnen? whoſe. 
„Iafnite Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, mak- 
ech him only fit thereto. And if he be 
our Governour, he muſt nzeds have Laws, 
1) with Rewards for the Good, and Prnifhments 
for the Bad; and muſt Judge and Execute 
accordingly. And if he be our Chief? 
benefactor, and all that we have is fron: 
bm, and all our Hope and Happinefs in him, 
nothing can be more clear than that the 
FFF very 
(f) Ia. 45. 18. (g) Pſal. 14. I"Gen. 1. 1. Rev. 
1.8, Rom. T. 19, 20. Pſal. 46. 10. Pſat. 9: 10. Pſal. 
100, and 23. Pſal. 19. 1. 2,3. Pſal. 47.7. Exel. 18.4. 
; Gen, 18. 25, Mal. 1. 6. Z - . 


4 The Great Caſe Reſolved, 1 
very Nature of Man doth prove that inffflineſs 
Hope of future Happineſs, he ſhould, ql f. 
abſolutely reſign himſelf to the Will audi IV. 
» Diſpoſal of this God, and. that he ſhouldMlyhat 
( abſolutely obey him, and that he ſhould, ! 
love and ſerve him with all his Power, |tMand t 
being impoſſible to Love, Obey, and Pleae eO! 
that God too much, who is thus our Cauſe, Nd 
our Eud, our All. Ge and 
III. By knowing thus thy ſelf and God, Mihei: 
it is eaſie to know what Primitive Holineſs Mfelvi 
and Godlinels is, Even this hearty, en- Mito t 
tire and abſolute reſignation of the Soul ther 
to God, as the infinite Power, Wiſdom, Nero 
and Goodneſs ; as our Creator, our Own. ihe 
er, Governour, and Felicity or End; Mile! 
fully ſubmitting to his Diſpoſals ; obey« WOb 
ing his Laws, in hope of his promiſed Wie 
Rewards, and fear of his threatned Pu- ha 
niſhmeats : And loving and delighting in N ps 
himſelf, and all his Appearances in the un 
World; and deſiring and ſeeking the end- WW va 
leſs Sight and Enjoyment of him in Hea- 
venly Glory, and expreſſing theſe Affecti- 
ons in daily Prayer, Thankſgiving and 
Praiſe. This is the Uſe of all thy Faculties; 
the End and Buſineſs of thy Life; the _—_ 
A? 
(bh) Matth, 22. 37. Fer. 5. 22. 2 Cor. 5.8, 9. Tit.2, 
Th 2 Cor. 8. 5. & 6.16, 17, 18. 1 Pet. 2. 9, Pſql-10. 


37. 4. Pſal. 40. 8. Col. 3. I, 2. Mat. 6. 20, 21. 
2 Cor. 4. 17. 18. | : 
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md Happineſs of thy Soul: This is that Ho- 
inne 5, f G 3 it doth ſo much 
rall for. | | | | 

IV. And by this is it eaſie to know; 
whata (&) ſtate of Sin and Ungodlineſs 
ß. Even the want of all this Holineſs, 
2nd the ſetting of carnal Self inſtead of 
caſe eo Db. When Men are proudly Great, 
ſe, Mind Wiſe, and Good in their own Eyes; 
ad would diſpoſe of themſelves, and all 
0d, their Concer nments, and would rule them- 
els Milves, and pleaſe themſelves, according 
eu- Mito the fleſhly appetite and Fancy; and 
oul therefore love moſt the Pleaſures, and 
Mm, MWhrofits, and Honours of the World, as 
n- the proviſion to ſatisfie the deſires of the 
d; WFlcſh; and God ſhall be no farther Loved, 
. MObeyed or Pleaſed, than the Love of 
el Wichly Pleaſure will give leave; nor ſhall 
'u- Whave any thing but what the Fleſh can 
il WO fpare. = This is a Wicked, a Carnal, an 
he ¶ ungodly State; though it break forth in 
d. various ways of Sinning. . 
a-W V. By this, Experience it ſelf may tell 
you, that moſt Men () (yea all till Grace 
d WF renew them) are in this ungodly miſeras« - 
; ble State: (Though only the Scripture 
_ ED” 5 tells; 

(k) Pal. 14. & 1. Heb. 12. 14. Rem. 8. 12, 13. 
Foh. 3. 34. & 5. 6. 1 Foh: 2. 15, 16 Rom. 13.14, 15. 
Bom. 6. 16. Luke 18. 23. & 14. 26, 33. (4) Rom. 3 
Ii: 24. Fpbeſe 2. 253 · Ram. 5. 12, 7 79. Fob, 3. 8. 


*. 


tells us how this came to paſs) Though 


the Love of Wordly Things, Ignorance 


e Orear Caſe Reſolved, 


all are not Fornicators, nor Drunkardz, 
nor Extortioners, nor Perſecutors, nor 
live get in the ſame way of ſinning; yet 
Selfiſhneſs, and Pride, and Senſuality, and 


and Ungodlineſs are plainly become the 
common.Corruption of theNature of Man, 
fo that their Hearts are turned to the 
World from God, and filled with impiety, 
filthineſs, and injuftice ; and their Reaſon} 
is but a Servant to their Senſes; and their 
() Mind, and Love and Life, is Carnal; N Wo 
and tkis carnal Mind is Enmity to the tin 
Holineſs of God, and cannot be ſubject Wl cile 
to his Law. This Corruption is heredi- Nit e. 
tary, and is become, as it were, a Nature ¶ gic 
to us, being the mortal Malady of al 


our Natures. And it is eaſie to know 0 


that ſuch an unholy wicked Nature muſt 
needs be loathſome to God, and () unfit: 
for the happy enjoyment of his Love, NW 
either here, or in the Life to come: For 
what Commu: ion hath Light with Dark- I w 
neſs? 

VI. Hence then it is eaſie to ſee, That W 


Grace is needful to a Man's Salvation. 8 C, 


odious a Creature, ſuch ap unthankful 
Rebel, that is turned away from God, i - 
2 and 


en) Nom. 85, 6, ( Pſat, 4. 3. 2 Cor. 6. 14. 77. 


Ho t0 be certamy Saved. 

ud ſet againſt him, and defiled-with all 
this filtk of Sin, muſt needs be both (o) 

renewed and reconciled, Sanctified and 
pardoned, if ever he will be ſaved. To 
love God, and be beloved by him, and to 

be delighted herein, in the fight of his 

Glory, is the Heaven and Happineſs of 

souls, and all this is contrary to an unholy 
State, Till Men have new and holy 

Hearts, they can neither ſee God, nor love 


JT hin, nor delight in him, nor take him 


for their chief Content; for the Fleſh and 
World have their delight and Love. And 

till Sin be (p) pardon'd, and God recon- 
ciled to the Soul, what Joy or Peace can 

it expect from him, whoſe Nature and Ju- 
ſtice engageth him to loath and puniſh it? 

VII. And Experience will tell you, how 

(J inſufficient you are, for either of theſe 
two Works your ſelves; to renew your 
Souls, or to reconcile them unto God. 
Will a Nature that is Carnal reſiſt and 
overcame the Fleſh, and abhor the Sin 
which it moſt dearly loveth ? Will a- 


Worldly Mind overcome the World? 


When Cuſtom bath rooted your natural 0 
Corruptions, are they eaſily rooted up? © Mil 
a | * 7 

(0) Pſal. 32. 1,2, 1 Cor. 6. 11, Tir. 2. 14, THe. 3.5, 

6, 7. Heb: 14. 14. Mat. 5. 8. (p) Rom. 5 I, 2, 3. (a) 
2 97. 78, 15, 1 Cor. 2. 11 521 Hehs 14-12. 2 Pet, - 


£1 — 
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| Mercy to the Children of Wrath, Reſon I © 
will command you to enquire of all that I ® 


I Te Great Caſe Reſolved, Rm 
how great and hard a Work is it, | to Cauſe eath 
a blind unbelieving Sinner to ſet his Heart Whewi! 
on another World, and lay up all his Wpart e 


Hopes in Heaven, and to caſt off all the 


things he ſeeth, for that God and Glory WLord 


which he never ſaw ! And for a hardned, Noffic 


worldly, fleſhly heart to become Wiſe, Nef th 
and Tender, and Holy, and Heavenly, Ikter 


and abhor the Sin which it moſt fondly hath 
loveth. And what can we do to ſatisfe Moi N 
Juſtice, and reconcile ſuch a Rebel Soul 4 
to God? | and 

VIII. Nature and Experience having I ror 
thus acquainted, you with your Sin and WW iq 


Miſery, and what you want; will further n 


tell yon, that God (7) doth not yet deal I Ho 


with you according to your deſerts. He by 
_ «giveth you Life, and Time, and Mercies, Il '* 
when your Sins had forfeited all theſe : He the 


are fit to teach you, what way of Remedy 
God hath made known. And, as yu 


may ſoon diſcover, that the Religion of 


Sm. 


Fon, 2 4 Fob. 33 14. to 25. Mat. 12. 427 43» 


8 

Heathens | > 
— 4 

$ 
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leathens and Mahometans is ſo far from 
hewing the true Remedy, that they are 
art of the Diſeaſe it ſelf : So you may 
Tarn that a (s) wonderful Perſon, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, hath undertaken the 
Office of being the Redeemer and Saviour 
of the World ; and that he, who is the 
Eternal Word and Wiſdom of the Father, 
hath wonderfully appeared in the Nature 
of Man, which he took from the Virgin 
Mary, being conceived by the Holy Ghoſt : 
and that he might have a Teacher ſent 
from * Heaven infallibly and eaſily to 
:cquaint the World with the Will of God, 
and the unſeen things of Life Eternal : 
How God (t) bare Witneſs of his Truth, 
by abundant, open and uncontrouled Mi- 
racles : (u) How he conquered Satan and 
the World, and (w) gave us an Example 
of perfect Righteouſneſs, and underwent 
the Scorn and Cruelty of Sinners, and 
ſuffered the Death of the Croſs, as a Sa- 
crifice for our Sips to reconcile us unto 
God How he roſe again the third day, 
and conquered Death, and lived Forty 
days 
(5) Ifa. 9.6, 7. & 53. Job. 3. 16, 19. & 1.1. 3, 4. 
& 280 Toh. © 1 1.400 2225 2. INE 2.33 * ww) 
Mat, 4. (w) 1 Pet. 2. 22, 23, 24, 25. Mat. 26. 27,28. 
AF. 1. Heb. 4. Eph. 1 22, 23. Rom 5.1, 3,9. Heb, 8. 
9.13, & 8, 6, 7. Heb. 7. 25. 1 Foh. 3. 10. Joh. J. 22. 


: * 


& 3. 18, 29. Ma. 25. 


# 
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then aſcended bodily into Heaven, while 


the way of Life; by Him muſt we de 


muſt we come to God. He hath procured 


days longer on Earth, inſtructing his Apo- nd, 
ſtles, and giving them Commiſſion to 
Preach the Goſpel to all the World; and 


they gazed after him: How he is now in 
Heaven both God and Man in one Perſon, 
the Teacher and King, and High-Prief 
of his Church. Of Him muſt we ler: 


ruled as the Phyſician of Souls. All] 
Power is given Him in Heaven and in 
Earth. By his Sacrifice, and Merits, and 
Interceſſion muſt we be pardoned and ac. 
cepted with the Father: and only by him 


and eſtabliſhed a Covenant of Grace, which 
Baptiſm is the Seal of: Even L That Gul 
will in him be our God and reconciled Father, 
and Chriſt wil be our Saviour, and the Hoh 
Ghoſt will be our Sanftifier, if we will unfeigi. 
edly conſent : that is, if penitently and be. 
lievingly we give up our ſelves to God the Fa- 
ther, Son and Holy Ghoſt : in thoſe Reſolutions 


his Covenant, in the Tenor of it, is a1 ® 


Deed of Gift, of Chriſt, and Pardon, and ! 

Salvation to all the World: if by true I © 

Faith and Repentance they will turn to 0 

God. And this ſnall be the Law according 

to which he will judge all that hear it at 

the laſt; for he is made the judge of a 
Ba | an 


4 * 


" How to be certainly Saved. Te 


lis Saints, and judge them unto endleſs 
ſoy and glory, and condemn the Uubelic- 
rers, impenitent and (x) ungodly, unto 
endleſs Miſery. \ The Soul alone is judged 
t Death, and Body and Soul at the Re- 
furretion. / This Goſpel the Apoſtles 
preached to the World; and that it might 
de effectual to Mens Salvation, the (0 
Holy Ghoſt was firſt given to inſpire the 
| in Preachers of it, and enable them to ſpeak 
aud Min the various Languages, and infallibly 
ac. to agree in One, and to work many great 
tim and open Miracles to prove their Word 
red vo thoſe they preached to: And by this 
ich M means they (z) planted the Church; 
5% which ordinary Miniſters muſt increaſe, 
er, and teach and overſee to the end of the. 
ly World, till all the Elect be gathered in. 
77 And the ſame, (a) Holy ſpirit hath un- 
be. dertaken it, as his Work, to accompany - 
. this Goſpel, and by it to convert Mens 
1% I Souls, illuminating and ſanctifying them; 
a and by a ſecret (b) Regeneration to 1e- 
1d new their Natures, and bring them to 
ne that Knowledge and Obedience, and Love 
to of God, which is the Primitive 3 
"Bs 


11 


* — 
(x) Luk. 16. (y) Act. 2. Joh. 17. 23, (2) Aſat. 2 8. 
19, 20. Acf. 14. 23. Add. 20. Act. 26. 17, 18. (a) Rom 


5 9. (b) Tit. 3. 55 6. Foh. 13. & &o 


ad will raiſe all the dead, and will juſtiſie 


ll 


4 
- : 
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that will be glorified with God in Heaven. 


derſtand now what ſtate your Souls are in. 


| 5 (c) 2. Tim. 3 16. (d) Heb, 2, 3, 4. (e) 2 Cor. 13.5 


aſe Ne 
for which we were created. and from which 


we fell. And thus by a Saviour and Sau- 
Rifier muſt all be reconciled and renewed, iſh 


All this you may learn from the Sacred 
Scriptures, which were (c) written by the 
Inſpiration of the Holy Spirit, and ſealed 
by multitudes of open (4) Miracles, and 
contain the very Image and Superſcription 
of God, and have been received and pre- 
ſerved by the Church, as the certain Ora. 
cles of God, and bleſſed by him through 
all Generations, to the ſanctifying of 
many Souls. 

IX. When you underſtand all this, it 
is time for you to (e) look home, and un- 


That you were made capable of Holineſ 
and Happineſs, you know: that you and Wine 
all Men are fallen from God. and Holineſs, 
and Happineſs unto Self, and Sin and Mi- 
ſery, you know]; that you are ſo far re- ſWiev 
deemed by Chriſt, you know, as to have An 
a pardoning and ſaving Covenant ten- Nad. 


dered you, and Chriſt and Mercy offered I the 


to your choice. But whether you are I be 


truly penitent Believers, and. renewed Iv! 
-, by the Holy Ghoſt, and fo united unto N. 


Chriſt 


41. 4. 4. 2 Pet. I, 10. 


vithout which there is no Salvation; 


and Converted and made a New Creature, and 
ion Nof Carnal be made Spiritual, and of Earth- 
re- iy be made Heavenly, and of Selfiſh and 


ra. MSinful be made Holy and Obedient to 


gh Cod, he can never be ſaved, no more than 
of Ine Devil himſelf can be ſaved. And if 
this be ſo, (as nothing is more ſure)I re- 


2 thou regardeſt thy Salvation, as thou 


Ne 
in, Nwouldſt eſcape Hell-fire, and ſtand with 
{7 {comfort before Chriſt and his Angels, at 


the laſt, that thou ſoberly conſider whe- 
ther Reaſon command thee not to try thy 
. Wotate : whether thou art thus (g) re- 
- Miewed by the Spirit of Chriſt or not? 
e And to (H) call for help to thoſe that can 
- Midviſe thee, and follow on the ſearch till 
thou know thy Caſe. And if thy Soul 
e bea ſtranger to this ſanRifying Work, 
| ME vhether Reaſon command thee not, 
) EY vithout any delay, ta make out to Chriſt, 


and 


(i) Fob. 3. 5. 2 Cor. 5. 17. Rom. 8. 7, 9. Phil. 3.18, 
20. (g) AF. 16. 14. (h) AF. 2. 37. & 16. 39. & 11. 
23. 2 Cor. 6, 1, 2. Rev. 2. 7. f 5 
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Chriſt, this is the Queſtion yet unreſol- 
red; this is the Work that is yet to do, 


quire thee now, who readeſt theſe words, 


red Nind if you die before it is done, wo to- 
the thee that ever thou waſt a Man, Except 
led : Man be (f) Regenerate by the Spirit, and 


A 
7 0 
1 


4 ter into his Covenant with a full Reſolu. 


| —_—_ | "The Great Caſe Reſolved, 


and beg his Spirit, and caſt away thy A 
Sins, and give up thy (elf entirely to thy 
God, thy Saviour and Sanctiſier, and eq. 


tion never, to forſake him: to deny thy 
ſelf, and the deſires of the Fleſh, and 
this deceitful tranſitory World, and lay 
out all thy hopes on Heaven, and ſpeedily 
whatever it coft thee, to make ſure of the 
Felicity which hath no end? And daref 
thou refuſe this when God and Conſcience | 
do command it? And further Iadviſe you. Nome 
KX. Underſtand how it is that Satan Nod 
hindreth Sauls from being Sanctiſied: That Hand! 
you may know how to reſiſt his Wiles, iſ 
Some he deceiveth by (i) malicious Sug- init 
geſtions, that Holineſs is nothing but Mon 
Fancy or Hypocryſie ! ¶ And if God and 
Death, and Heaven and Hell, were Fancits, 
this might be beliey'd.) Some he dehun ell 
eth by the power of fleſhly Appetite Noꝶ 
and Luſt, ſo that their Sins will not let WW; 
their Reaſon ſpeak : Some he keepeth in yur 
utter Ignorance, by the evil Education and 
of ignorant Parents, and the negligence I An 
of (4) ungodly Soul.murdering Teachers: Ky, 
ſome he deceiveth by worldly Hopes, 
and keepeth their Minds ſo taken up with I — 
| worldly. ( 
O Ad. 24, 14. & 28, 22. & 24: 556, C Ad. 2. Ws 
7, 9. Hoſ. 4. 9. „% -a | | 
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zoridly things, that the Matters of Eterni- 
can have but ſome looſe and uneffectual 
Mhoughts, or as bad as none: Some are 
'Sntangled in (7) ill Company, who make a 
Worn of a holy Life, and feed them with 


th 
och 
1 


aud ontinual Diverſions and vain Delights: 
. and ſome are fo (mn) hardened in their 
: 15 din, that they are even paſt feeling, and 


geither fear God's Wrath, nor care for 
u Mtheir Salvation, but hear theſe things as 
ace en aſleep, and nothing will awake them: 
VV. Wome are diſcouraged with a conceit that 
"4 codlineſs is a Life fo (u) grievous, fad, 
nd melancholy, that rather than endure 
it, they will venture their Souls, come 
on it what will, () as if it were a grie- 
rous Life to love God, and hope for end- 
eſs Joys: And a pleaſant Life to love the 
World and ſin, and live within a ſtep of 
fell! Some that are convinced do (o) put 
te Hoff their converſion with Delays, and 
et think it's time enough hereafter : and are 
1 purpoſing and promiſing till it be too late, 
" end Life, and Time, and Hope be ended. 
And ſome that ſee there is a neceſſity of 
I Holineſs, are (p) cheated by fome dead 
| | Opinion 


— „ 


1 

) Frou. 13. 20. (m) Eheſ. 4. 18, 19. (n) Mat: 1. 
1}. (o) Mat. 25, 3, 8, 12, & 24, 43. 44. (p) Job. 
d. 39, 42, 44. Rom. 3. 1, 2. Gal. 4. 29. Mat. 13. 19, 
20213 22. & 15. 2733 6, Gal. 1. 1. 5 
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opinion, or Names, or ſhews and Imagghend h 
of Holineſs: either becauſe they hold f thy 
* ftri& Opinion, or becauſe they joyn with 
| a Religious Party, or becauſe they are of 
that which they think is the true Church 
| | or becauſe they are baptized with Water 
and obſerve the outward parts of Wor 
ſhip; and perhaps becauſe they offer Go bu N 
a great deal of Lip-Service, and Lifelef ſtru 
Ceremony, which never ſavoured of a Ho 
ly Soul. Thus Deadneſs, Senſuality, World 
lineſs and Hyprocriſie, do hinder Millionſut 
from Sanctification and Salvation. prov 
Kl. If ever thou wouldſt be ſaved, oped 
preſs not reaſon by Senſuality or Diver {Wat 
ſions: But ſomtimes () retire for ſober Ohe 
 - | Conſideration, diſtracted and ſſeepy Res Ne 
ſon is unuſeful: God and Conſcience have. 
a great deal to ſay to thee : which in 
croud of Company and Buſineſs thou art t 
not fit to hear. It is a (r) doleful ca 
that a Man who hath a God, a Chriſt, a 
Soul, a Heaven, a Hell to think of, wil 
allow them none but running Thoughts, 
and not once a Week beſtow one Hour 
in. Man-like ſerious () Conſideration of 
them! ſure thou haſt no greater thing 
to mind. Reſolve then ſometimes to 
EL ſpend 


of 


n ( Pſal. 4. 4. Hag. 1. 5. Deut. 32,7, 29. (0 IIa. 1. 
3. (5) Fob. 34. 27. Fer. 23. 20. Pſal, 119. 59. 
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end half an hour in the deepeſt thoughts 
Sf thy everlaſting State. 
XII. Look (:) upon this World, and 
ts Pleaſures, as a Man of Reaſon, who 
oreſeeth the end, and not as a Beaſt, 
hat liveth but by Senſe or preſent Ob- 
&s, Dol need to tell thee, Man, that 
hy muſt die? Cannot Carcaſſes and Duſt 
ſru& thee to ſee the end of Earthly 
ory, and all the Pleaſures of the Fleſh ? 
it a Controverſie, whether thy Fleſh 
muſt ſhortly periſh ? and wilt thou yet 
provide for it before thy Soul? What a 
ad farewel muſt thou ſhortly take, of all 
hat Worldlings ſell their Souls for ! And 
0 how quickly will this be! Alas, Man 
the Day is even at hand; a few days 
avenore, and thou art gone! and dfareſt 
inaMtou live unready, and part with Heaven 
| art or ſuch a World as this? : 85 | 
call XIII. And then think ſoberly of the 
? as) Life to come, What it is for a Soul 
wil o appear before the living God, and be 
hts,Mjudged to endleſs Joy or Miſery ! If the 
our Devil tempt thee to doubt of ſuch a Lite, 
1 offftemember that Nature, and Scripture, 
ing and the World's Conſent, and his own 
to 1 Temptations 
end (t) 2. Cor. 4. 8. Deut. 32- 29. 1 Foh. 2. 17. 1 Cor» 
— 37 Luk. 12. 19, 20. Fob, 14. 1, 2. 1 Theſ. 5- 13. 
4 bf {u) Luk. 12. 4. Eccl. 12. 7. 2 Pet. 3. 11; 2 Cor. 4. 18. 
—_ i. __. 5 
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Temptations are Witneſſes againſt hin 
O Man, canſt thou paſs one day in Com 
pany or alone, in Buſineſs or in Idleneß BI 
without ſome ſober Thoughts of Ever. 
laſtingneſs ? Nothing more ſheweth tha 
the Hearts of Men are aſleep or dead, 
than that the Thoughts of endleſs Joy 
or Pain, ſo near at hand, conſtrain them 
not to be Holy, and overcome not all the 
Temptations of the Fleſh, as Toys and 
inconſiderable Things. 

XIV. Mark well what Mind moſt Men 
are of when they come to (x) die! Uni 
it be ſome deſperate forſaken Wretch, 
do they not all ſpeak well of a Holy Life? 
and wiſh that their Lives had been ſpent 
in the moſt fervent Love of God, and 
ſtricteſt Obedience to his Laws? Do 
they then ſpeak well of Luſt and Pleaſure, 
and magnifie the Wealth and Honours 

| of the World? Had they not rather dies 
| the moſt mortified Saints, than as careleſs, 
fleſhly worldly Sinners? And doſt thou Ax. 
ſee and know this, and yet wilt thou not 
be inſtructed, and be wiſe in time? 
XV. Think well what manner of Men 
theſe where, whoſe )) Names are now 
honoured for their Holineſs ? What man- 
— ner 
” 99 _ 3-36 Mat. 25. 8. & 7.21, 22, Prov. 
15287 29. Matt. 22. 31, 33. . 
25. 36.8, bw ath, 23. 29, 30,3 7 33. Heb, zn 
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jer of Life did St. Peter, and St, Paul, 
dt. Cyprian, St. Auguſtine, and all other 
Mints and Martyrs live; was it a Life 
F fleſnly Sports and Pleaſures 2 Did 
hey deride or perſecute a Holy Life? 

ere they not more ſtrictly Holy than 
ny that thou Knoweſt ? And is he not ſelf- 
ondemned, that honoureth the Names 

f Saints, and will not imitate them? 

XVI. Think what the difference is be- 
ween 2 Chaiſtian and an (z) Heathen. 
ou are loath to be Heathens or Infidels : 
But do you think a Chriſtian excelleth 
tiem but in Opinion? He that is not 
olier than they, is worſe, and ſhall ſuf- 
er more than they. — 

XVII. Think what the difference is 
hetween a (4) Godly Chriſtian and an 
Ungodly. Do not all the Oppoſers of 
Holineſs among us, yet ſpeak for the 
ame God, and Chriſt, and Scripture ; 
nd profeſs the ſame Creed and Religion 
fith thoſe whom they oppoſe? And is 
not this Chriſt the Author of our Holi- 
Pes, and this Scripture the Commander 

f it? Search and ſee, whether the dif- 
erence be not this, That the Godly are 
- Wcrious in their Profeſſion, and the Un- 

Z 3 godly 
(2) Marth. 10. 15. Rom. 2. Aff. 10. 34. 35. (a) 
Rim, 2. 28, 29. Matth. 25. 28. Luks 19, 22. Ad. 24 
D | 


\ 
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godly are Hyprocrites, who hate and 
oppaſe the practice of the very things 
which themſelves profeſs; whoſe Re. 
ligion ſerveth but to condemn them, Harl 
while their Lives are contrary to their ; ] 
Tongues. l 
XVIII. Underſtand what the Devil's 
Policy is, by raiſing ſo many (Y) SeRs and that 
Factions and Controverſies about Religion cr: 
in the World : Even to make ſome think | 
that they are Religious, becauſe they can 
prate for their Opinions, or becauſe they 
think their Party is the beſt, becauſe 
their Faction is the Greateſt or the Leaf, 
the Uppermoſt, or the ſuffering Side, 
And to turn holy edifying Conference 
into vain Jangling ; and to make Men 
Atheiſts, ſuſpecting all Religion, and 
true to none; becauſe of Mens di- 
verſity of Minds. But remember that 
Chriſtian Religion is but One: and a 
thing eaſily known by its ancient Rule; 
and the univerſal Church containing all 
Chriſtians, is but One. And if carnal 
Intereſt or Opinion ſo diſtract Men, that 
one Party ſaith, We are all the Church; 
and another ſaith, It is we, (as if the 
. To. _ * Ritchin 


— OT 


(b) Eph. 4. 14. AF. 20. 30. 1 Cor. 11. 19. 2 Tin. . 
4. 3. & 2. 14, 16. 1 Tim. 1. 5, 6. Tit. 3. 9. Epheſ. 4y 
3. &. 2 Gor 12. Mats 12 25 Kom, z. 12, 7 26, 20% 


ur 33. 13, 


"he mad with ſeeing this DiſtraRion ? 


| ure which requireth it. Though thou 


| fe, thou maiſt eaſily know the true Re- 


Jof their own Damnation? Will they 
Wiclp thee to Heaven, who are running 
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titchin were all the Houſe, or one Town 
or Village, all the Kingdom; ) Wilt thou 


Harken, Sinner, all theſe Sets in the Day 


of judgment ſhall concur as Witneſſes 


zzainft thee, if thou be Unholy; becauſe 
however elſe they differed, (c) all of them 
that are Chriſtians, profeſſed the neceſſity 
of Holineſs, and ſubſcribed to that Scrip- 


anſt not eaſily reſolve every Controver- 


gion ; it is that which Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles taught, which all Chriſtians have 


rofeſſed, which Scripture requireth; 


which is firſt (4) pure, and then peacea- 
ble; moſt Spiritual, Heavenly, Charitable 
and Juſt. - 7 

XIX. Away from that (e) Company 
which is ſenſual, and an Enemy to Rea- 


quently to God, themſelves and thee. 
(an they be wiſe for thee, that are fooliſh 
tor themſelves ? or Friends to thee, that 
are undoing. themſelves ? or have any 
pity on thy Soul, when they make a Jeſt 


B ey 


. 11. Provi23, 20. 2 Gor, 6, 17,88, Pal, 15.4: 


Te) Gal. 1.7.8. Math, 28. 20. (d) Fam. 3. 17 · 
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22 The Great Caſe Reſolved, 
fo furiouſly to Hell? chuſe better Famil 
ars, if thou wouldeſt be better. 

XX. Judge not of a holy Life by hear-ſq 
for it cannot fo be known. (/) Tryit 
while, and then judge as thou findeſt it 
Speak not againſt the things thou knoy 
_ eſt not. Had'ſt thou but lived in the lo 
of God, and the lively belief of endlel 
Glory, and the Delights of Holineſs, an 


the Fears of Hell, but for one Month 


Day; and with ſuch an Heart, had 

(g) caſt away thy Sin, and called up 
God, and ordered thy Family in a hol 
manner, eſpecially on the Lerd's Day 

I dare boldly ſay, Experience would con 
ſtrain thee to (Y) juſtifie a holy Life, By 

yet J muſt tell thee, it is not true Hol 
neſs, if thou do but try it with (% Ex 
-£eptions and Reſerves : If therefore G0 
hath convinced thee that this is his Wil 
and Way, I adjure thee, as in his dreadfi 
Preſence, that thou () delay no long 
but reſolve, and abſolutely give up ti 
ſelf to God, as thy Heavenly Father, ti 
Saviour, and thy Sanctifier, and makes 
everlaſting Covenant with him, and then h 


(f) Foh. 5. 40. Luk. 14. 29, 30. Foh. 6. 3 5,37 
(8) Ta- 55.6, 7. (h) Mat. 11. 19. (1) Luke 14.3 
(k) Rev. 22,17. John 1. 12. Rev. 2. & 3, 1 John 
12,13. Fſal.3 4.7. Pſal, 73. 26. Aatiſh. 25. Luke 20, 
E e | 
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all his Mercies will be thine; his 
race will help thee, and his Mercy Par- 
„na thee; his Miniſters will inſtruct thee, 
his People pray for thee, and aſſiſt 
e, his Angels will guard thee, and his 
irit comfort thee: And when Fleſh 
iſt fall, and thou muſt leave this World, 
Saviour will then receive thy Soul, 
bring itzinto the participation of his 
ory; and he will raiſe thy Body, and 
lie thee before the World, and make 
ze equal before the Angels, and thou 
Wilt live in the Sight and love of God, 
d in the everlaſting Pleaſures of his 
ory : This is the End of Faith and Ho- 
ifs But if thou harden thy Heart, and 
aſeſt Mercy, (J) everlaſting Wo will 
thy Portion, and then there will be 
Remedy. 
And now, Reader, I beg of thee, and 
beg of God on my bended knees, that 
& few words may ſink into thy Heart, 
Wd that thou wouldſt em over 
Wd over again, and bethink thee as a 
In that muſt ſhortly die. Whether any 
erve thy Love and Obedience more 
m GOd? And thy thankful Remem- 
ance more than Chriſt, and thy Care 
d Diligence __ than thy Salvation 2 
5 2 is 


—— a ee. 


(1) Luke 19. 27. Prov: 29. 1. & I. 25. 
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Is there any Felicity more deſirable H 
Heaven? Or any Miſery more ter; 
than Hell? or any thing fo regardablefi 
that which is everlaſting ?* Will a f 
days fleſhly Pleaſures pay for the lohn 
Heaven and thy Immortal Soul? Ory 
Thy Sin and thy Proſperity be ſweet 
Death, and in the Day of Judgme 
As thou art a Man, and as ever thou MW 
lieveſt that there is a God, and a Wo 
to come, and as thou careſt for thy 80 
whether it be ſaved or damned, I befer 
thee, I charge thee, think of theſe thin 
think of them once a-day at leaſt ! thi 
of them with they moſt ſober {riff 
Thoughts! Heaven is not a Maygan 
and Hell is not a Flea-biting ! Make 
a jeſt of Salvation or Damnation! I ku 
thou liveſt in a Diſtracted World, v Li 
thou mayeſt hear ſome Laughing at {i 
things as theſe, and Scorning at a H 
Life, and ſaſtning odious Reproaches 
the Godly, anch; merrily drinking 1 
playing, and p g away their Tin 
and then ſaying, that they will tn 
God with their Souls, and hope to 
ſaved without ſo much ado? But if ing 
theſe Men do not change their minds, 
be not ſhortly down in the Mouth, 
would not be glad to cat their Woo, 
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vimed that they had lived a Holy 
lei, though it coſt them ſcorn and ſuf. 
ering in the World, let me bear the 
ajſme of a Deceiver for ever: But if 
a {Wd and thy Conſcience bear witneſs 
log inst thy Sin, and tell thee that a holy 
reis beſt, regard not the Gain-ſaying 
et a Bedlam World, which is drunk with 
mene Deluſions of the Fleſh : But give up 
ou Sd and Life to God by Jeſus Chriſt in a 
V% % Covenant ;, Delay no longer, Man, 
ct reſolve; Keſolve immediately, reſolve 
ele changeably ;, And God will be thine, and 
wm. ſhalt be his for ever, Amen. Lord, 
ue Mercy on this Sinner, and fo let it 
i 1elolved by thee in him. 


Mi { A 8 


kl. The Parts and Practice of 4 Holy 
uy Life for Perſonal and Family Ins 
1 Prattions. 


SWA LL is not () done when men have 
| begun a Religious Life: All Trees 
gat bloſſom prove not fruitful ; and all 
[Fruit comes not to perfection. Many 
0 Wall off, who ſeemed to have good Begin- 
H Wings : And many diſhonour the Name 
X „ of 


.. & 4, Math. 13. 41. & 18.7. 


from the World, and do more to their 
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of Chriſt, by their Scandals and lik 
mities : Many do grieve their Teach 
Heart, and lamentably diſturb the Chur eit 
of Chriſt, by their Ignorance, Errol: 
Self. conceitedneſs, Unrulineſs, HeadineM 
Contentiouſneſs, Sidings and Diviſions 
Inſomuch that the ( b ) Scandals and Her 
Feuds of Chriſtians are the great Impedi Dutle 
ments of the Converſion of the Infidel an l. 
Heathen World, by the expoſing Chiti rc 
anity to their contempt and ſcorn, aff 
if it were but the Error of Men, as ul 
holy and worldly, and proud as other 
that can never agree among themſclve 
And many by their Paſſions and Self 
_ neſs are a Trouble to the Families au 
Neighbours where they live: And mon 
by their Weakneſs and great Liſten 
pers, are Snares, Vexations and Burdens 
to themſelves. Whereas Chriſtianity] 
its true Conſtitution, is a Lite of ſuch 
Holy (c) Light and Love, ſuch Purit 
and Peace, ſuch Fruitfulneſs and Heaven 
lineſs, as if it were accordingly ſhewel 
forth in the Lives of Chriſtians, woull 
command Admiration and Reverenc 


Converfion, than Swords or Words alon: 
3 = © 


Y (b) Phil, 3. 18, 19. Aﬀs 20. 30. (c) Matth. 3. 16 
: 1 Pet. 3. 1. 1 Pet, 2. 15. & I. 8. = Core Is 21. | 
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lun do: And it would make Chriſtians 

ſeful and amiable to each other: And 
Whcir Lives a Feaſt and Pleaſure to them- 

aves. I hope it may prove ſome help 
W theſe Excellent Ends, and to the ſecu- 

ing Mens Salvation, if in a few ſound 
| aExperienced Directions I open to you the 
Duties of a Chriſtian Life. 

I. Keep ſtill the true (d) Form of Chriſtian 
Dotrin, Deſire and Duty, orderly printed 
p your Minds: Al hat is, Underſtand it 
karly and diſtinctly, and remember it, 
mean the Great roints of Religion 
ontalned in Catechiſms. You muſt ſtill 
{row in the clearer underſtanding of 
four Catechiſms, if you live an hundred 
Years: Let not the Words only, but the 
Matter, be as familiar in your Minds, as 
«Mile Rooms of your Houſe are. Such (e) 
; blid Knowledge will eſtabliſh you againſt 
e eduction and Unbelief, and will be ſtill 
within yon a ready Help for every Grace, 
and every Duty; as the Skill of an 
Artificer is for his Work : And for want 
of this, when you come among Infidels. 
or Hereticks, their Reaſonings may ſeem 
unanſwerable to you, and ſhake, if not 
orerthrow your Faith : And you will 

| B 4 . eaſily 


| EET 


(d) 2 Tim. 1. 1 3. & 3.7, Heb. 5. 1 2. Phil. 1. 9. Rom. 15. 14. 
©) Epþ.4.13,14. Col. 1. 9. & 2. 2. & 3. 10. 1 Iim. 6. 4. 
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eeaſily err in leſſer Points, and trouble the 
Church with your Dreams and Wrang- 
lings. This is the Calamity of many 
Frofeſlors ; that while they will be moſt 
cenſorious Judges in every Controverſe 
about Church-matters, they know not 

well the Doctrin of the Catechiſm. 

II. Live daily by Faith on (f) Jeſus Chriſ 
as the Mediator between God and you. Be. 
ing well- grounded in the Belief of the 

[| Goſpel, and underſtanding Chriſt's Of. 

1 fices, make uſe of him ſtill in all your 
Wants. Think on the Fatherly Love 
of God, as coming to you through hin 
alone: And of the Spirit, as given by 
him your Head, and of the Covenant of 
Grace as enacted and ſealed by him; and 
of the Miniſtry as ſent by him; and of 
all Times and Helps, and Hopes as pro- 
cured and given by him. When you 
think of Sin, and Infirmity, and Tempta- 
tions, think alſo of his ſufficient par- 
doning, juſtifying and victorious Grace. 
When thou thinkeſt of the World, the 
Fleſh, and the Devil, think how he over- Iſ hi 
cometh them. Let his Doctrin and the 1 
Pattern of his moſt perfect Life, be al- I it 
ways before you as your 5 In all 

Fe | your 

(f) Fobn 17.3. Epheſ. 3.17,18. Mat. 28. 19. Eph. 1. 
22,23, & 4. 6. 16. Rom. 5. 2 Cor. 12.9/Fob. 16. 33. 1! 

I Fob, 5. 4. Heb. 4. 14, 16. Col. 3. 3, 4. Af, 7. 59. | 
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our Doubts and Fears, and Wants, go. 
o him in the Spirit, and to the Father 
him, and him alone. Take him as the 
Root of your Life and Mercies, and live 
is upon him and by his Life; and when 
jou die, reſign your Souls to him, that 
they may be with him where he is, and ſee. 
ji Glory, To live on Chriſt and uſe him 
in every want, and addreſs to God, is. 
the Nnore than a general confuſed Believing 
Of. Min him. | 7 
ur WF III. So believe in the Holy Ghoſt, as to 


vc We) live and work by him, as the Body doth: 
mn Wy the Soul. .You are not (%) baptized into 
dy lis Name in vaia ; ( but too. few under- 
of Wand the ſenſe and reaſon of it.) The 
d spirit is ſeat by Chriſt for Two great 
of Works. 1. To the Apoſtles and Pro- 


phets, to (i) inſpire them infallibly to 
u reach the Goſpel, and confirm it by 
„Miracles, and leave it on Record for fol- 
- MW lowing Ages, in the Holy Scriptures.. 
2, To all his () Members to illuminate 
and ſanctifie them, to believe and obey. 
his Sacred Doctrin ( beſides his common 
Gift to many to. underſtand and Preach. 
it.) The Spirit having firſt indited the 
Goſpel, doth by it firſt regenerate; and 
SD 1 
(8) Gal. 5. 16, 25. (h) Matth. 2 8.19. (1) John 16.13, 
10 2 AK) 1 Gor 12. 2 13. Ram 8. 9, 13“ 
n | "My ID 
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| after govern all true Believers. He is no: 
now given us for the revealing of nel 
Doctrins, but to underſtand and obey the 
(O Doctrin revealed and ſealed by him 
Jong ago. As the Sun doth by its ſweet 


and diſcreet influence both give and che- 
riſh the natural Life of things Senſitive 
and Vegetative; ſo doth Chriſt by hi 
(m) Spirit our ſpiritual Life. As you do 
Ro work but by your natural Life, you 
« ſhould do none but by your fpiritual 
Life: You muſt not only Believe and 
Love and Pray by it, but manage all your 
Calling by it; for Holineſs to the Lord 
muſt be written upon all: All things are 
ſanctified to you, becauſe you being ſan- 
ified to God, devote all to him, and 
_vſedd all for him; and therefore muſt do 
all in the Strength and Conduct of the 

_—_Fr TT | 
IV. () Live wholly upon God, as All in 
in All: As the firſt Efficient, principal Diri- 
gent, and final Cauſe of all things. Let Faith, 
Hope, and Love, be daily feeding on 
him. Let or Father which art in Heaven, 
be firſt inſcribed on your Hearts, that 
he may ſeem moſt amiable to you, and 
| e 


.() 2 Tim. 3, 15, 16. Jude 19.20. (m) Fel. 3 6.27. If. 
44.3» Rom. 8. 1, . 1 Cor: 6.1 1. Zech. 1 4. 20. (n) 1 Cor. 10. 
| 3%, Kan. 1.36. 2 Cor 5. 7, 8. 1 Fohn. 3. 1. Rom. 5. 152,3. 

Mags. 37: Fpbeſ. ls: 2 Cor.. 19. Gab 4. 475 6. 
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ou may boldly truſt him, and filial Love 
my be the ſpring of Duty. Make uſe of 
the Son and Spirit to lead you to the Fa- 
ther; and of Faith in Chriſt to kindle 
tand keep alive the Love of God. God's 
Love is our Primitive Holineſs, and eſpe- 
cally called, with its Fruits, [Our Sancti- 
cation, ] which Faith in Chriſt is but a 
means to. Let it be your principal End, 
in ſtudying Chriſt, to ſee the Goodneſs, 
Love, and Amiableneſs of God in him : 
A condemning God is not fo eaſily loved, 
s a gracious reconciled God. You have 
ſo much of the Spirit, as you have Love 
to God. This is the proper Gift of the 
Spirit to all the adopted Sons of God, to 
cauſe them with filial Affection and De- 
* WF pendence, to cry, Abba Father. Know 
© not, deſire not, love not any Creature, 
but purely as ſubordinate to God! With- 
out him, let ic be nothing to you but as 
the Glaſs without the Face, or ſcattered 
Letters without the Senſe; or as the 
Corps without the Soul. (o) Call nothing 
Proſperity or Pleaſure, but his Love; 
and nothing Adverſity or Miſery, bur his 
Diſpleaſure, and the Cauſe and the Fruits 
of it. When any thing would ſeem lovely 
and deſirable, which is againſt him, call 
| I 
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it (p) Dung! And hear that Man, as (4 S2. 
tan or the Serpent, that would entice 
you from him; and count him but Vanity, 
a Worm, and Duſt, that would affright 
you from your Duty to him. Fear him 
much, but Love him more! Let (7) Love 
be the Soul and End of every other Duty, 
It is the End and Reaſon of all the ref: 
But it hath no End or Reaſon, but its 
Object. Think of no other Heaven, and 
End and Happineſs of Man, but Love 
the final AR, and God the final Object: 
Place not your Religion in any thing but 
the Love of God, with its Means and 
Fruits. Own no Grief, Deſire, or joy, 
but a Mourning, a ſeek ing, and a rejoycirg 
Love. | | 
V. Live is the belief and hopes of Heaven, 
and(s) ſeek it as your Part and End; and dail) 
delight your Souls in the fore- thoughts of the 
endleſs Sight and Love of God. As God 1 
ſeen. on Earth but as in a Glaſs, ſo is 
he proportionably enjoyed. But when 
- mourning, ſecking Love hath done, and 
Sin and Enemies are overcome, and we 
be hold the Glory of God in Heaven, the 
Delights of Love will then be perfect. 
„ 5 Vou 
p) Phil. z. 3, 8. (q) Mat. 16. 13. (T)2 Theſ 3. 5. 2 Cor. 13. 14. 


(s) Col. 3. 1,2, 3, 4. Mat. 6. 19.20, 2 1, 33. 2 Cor. 4. 17,18. & 
7. Luk. 12. 20. Hel. G. 2 0. 1 Cor. 15. 2 8. Epheſ. 4. 6. & 1. 


23. Phil: 3.18, 20, fal. 73.257 26, Fob, 18. 3% . 
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You may deſire more on Earth than you 
may hope for. Look not for a Kingdom 
of this World, nor for Mount Zion in the 
Wilderneſs, Chriſt reigneth on Earth, as 
Meſes in the Camp, to guide us to the Land 
of the Promiſe ; Or perfect Bleſſedneſss Þ 
will be, where the Kingdom it delivered 
up to the Father, and God is All in Al. 
A doubt, or a ſtrange heartleſs thought 
of Heaven, is Water caſt on the ſacred 
Fire, to quench your Holineſs and your 
Joy. Can you travel one whole day to 
ſuch an End, and never think on the Place 
d that you are going to? Which muſt be. 
„ © intended in every rigkteous Act (either 
g notedly, or by the ready unobſerved Act 
of a potent Habit.) When Earth is at the 
beſt, it will not be Heaven. You live no 
further by Faith, like Chriſtians, than 
you either live for Heavea in ſeeking it, 
or elſe upon Heaven in Hope and Joy. 
VI. Labour to make Religion your Pleaſure 
and (t) Delight, Look oft to God, to 
Heaven, to Chriſt, to the Spirir, to the 
Promiſes, to all your Mercies. Call over 
your Experiences, and think what matter 
of high Delight is ſtill before you, and 
how unſeemly it is, and how injurious to 
3 2 ; your 

(t) Pſal. 1.2,3.& 84. 2. 10. & 63.3, . & 37.4. & 91. 
19. & 119.47. 70. Iſa. 58.14. Pfal. 112 1. Rom. 14.17. 
& 5. 1,37 5. 1 Pet, 1-8. Matt. 5. 11, 12: Fal. 32.11. 
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your Profeſſion, for one that ſaith he 
hopeth for Heaven, to live as ſadly a 
thoſe that have no higher hopes than 
Earth. How ſhould that Man be filled 
with Joy, who muſt live in the Joys of 
Heaven for ever Eſpecially rejoyce when 
the Meſſengers of Death do tell you, that 
your endleſs Joy is near. If God, and 
Heaven, with all our Mercies in the way, 
be not reaſon enough for a joyful Life, 
there can be none at all. Abhor all Sug- 
geſtions which would make Religion ſeem 
a tedious irkſome Life. And take heed 
that you repreſent it not ſo to others; 
for you will never make them in love 
with that which you make them not per- 
ceive to be delectable and lovely. Not as 
the Hypocrite, by forcing and framing 
his Religion to his carnal Mind and Plea- 
{ure ; but bringing up the Heart to a holy 
ſuitableneſs to the Pleaſures of Religion. 

VII. Watch as for your Souls, againſt this 
fluttering temping (u) World, eſpecsally when 
7 is repreſented as more ſweet and delectable, 
than God, and Holineſs, awd Heaven, This 
World with its Pleaſures, Wealth, and 
Honeurs, is it that is put in the . 
| . on 

u) Gal.6. s I oh. 2.15, 16. Fam. 1.27. & 4.45. | 
I Fob. 5.4.5. Rom. 12.2, Gal. 1.4. Tit. 2. 11. Mat, 19, 


24. Luk. 12. 1 6,2 1. & 16.25. Fames 1. 11. & 5. 1, 2. 
4. Luk, 8.14. Heb, 11. 26. 


* 


1 

How to be certainly Saved. 35 
ge Satan, againſt God, and Holineſs, and 
© Wieaven : And no Man ſhall have better 
than he chooſeth and preferreth. The 
Bait taketh advantage of the bruitiſh 
Part, when Reaſon is aſleep ; and if by 
the help of Senſe it get the Throne, the 
Beaſt will ride and rule the Man, and 
the Reaſon become a ſlave to Senſuality. 
When you hear the Serpent, ſee his Sting, 
and ſee Death attending the forbidden 
fruit: When you are riſing, look down 
and fee how far you have to fall! His 
Reaſon, as well as Faith, is weak, who 
for ſuch fools-gawds as the Pomp and 
Vanities of this World, can forget 
God, and his Soul, and Death, and Judg- 
ment, Heaven and Hell, yea and delibe- 
rately command them to ſtand by, What 
Knowledge or Experience can do good 
on that Man, who will venture ſo much 
tor ſuch a World, which all, that have 
tried it, call Vanity at the laſt? How | 
deplorable then is a Worldling's caſe ?_. 
Oh fear the World when it ſmileth, or 
ſeems ſweet and amiable. Love it not, if 
you love your God and your Salvation. 

VIII. Fly from Temptations, and cruciy) 
the (x) Fleſh, and keep a conſtant Government 

IT over 

(X) Rom. 8.1,13. Gal. 5.14. Rom. 13.14. Gal.5.27. 
Jude 1.23. 2 Pet, 2.19. Epheſ. 2.3.1 Pet. 2.11, Matth. 
6.13. & 26.41. Luke 8.13. 


36 Tue Great Caje Reſolved, b 
over your Appetite and Senſes. Many, who 
had no deligned ſtated Vice, or worldly 
Intereſt, have ſhamefully fallen by the 
ſudden ſurprize of Appetite or Luſt, Hund 
When cuſtom hath taught theſe to be Mith 
greedily and violent, like a hungry Dog, Wome 
or a luſting Boar, it is not a ſluggiſh wiſh {rom 
or purpoſe, that will mortify or rule IX 
them. How dangerous caſe is that Man Wer 
in, who hath ſo greedy a Beaſt continu. Not 
ally to reſtrain, That if he do but neg- Wwhic 
lect his Watch one Hour is ready to run you 
him headlong into Hell? Who can be dere 
ſafe that ſtandeth long on ſo terrible a M#ral 
Precipice ? The Tears and Sorrows of Ntbei 
many Years may perhaps not repair the ſto b 
loſs which one Hour or Act may bring; Wile! 
The caſe of David and many others, are that 
dreadful Warnings. Know what it is Joc 
that you are moſt in danger of; whether Nen 
Luſt and Idleneſs, or Exceſs in Meats, or Io 
Drinks, or Play; and there ſet your . 
ſtrongeſt Watch, for your Preſervation. I}/* 
Make it your dayly buſineſs to mortify bit 
that Luſt, and fcorn that your bruti | 
Senſe of Appetite ſhould conquer Reaſon, I t 
Yet truſt not purpoſes alone, but away 
from the Temptation ; Touch not, yea 
look not on the Temping Bait: Keep £3 
far enough off; if you deſire to be ſafe. 
What WW? 


Flow to be certainly Saved. 37 
hat miſeries come from ſmall begin- 
ings? Temptation leads to Sin, and 
mall Sins to greater, and thoſe to Hell ! 
and Sin and Hell are not to be played 
ith ! Open your Sin or Temptation to 
bme Friend, that ſhame may ſave you 
from Danger. | 

IX. Keep up 4 conſtant skilful Government 
mer your (y) Paſſions and your Tongues, 

To this end, Keep a tender Conſcience, 
which will ſmart when in any of theſe 
you Sin. Let Holy Paſſions be well o#- 
dered, and ſelfiſh carnal Paſſions be re- 
ſtrained. Let your (Z) Tongues know 
their Duties to God and Man, and labour 
to be skilful and reſolute in performing 
them. Know all the Sins of the Tongue, 
that you may avoid them; for your In- 
nocency and Peace do much depend 
r Jen the prudent Government of your 
r Jongues. 5 | 
r X. Govern your (a) Thoughts with con- 
. ent skilſul Diligence. In this, right Ha- 
„bits and Affections will do molt by in- 
„ clining them unto Good. It's eaſie to 

think on that which we love. Be not 
| | unfurniſhed 


0) Fan I. 19. & 3.13,17. 1 Pet.3.4. Matt.5.5.Epb- · 
42,3. Col.3.12, (2) Fam,r.26. & 3.5, 6. Pſal. 3 4. 13 
Prov. 18.2 1. (a) Deut. 15.9. 2 Cor. 10.5. Gen. 6. 5. 
Bal. 10. 4. & 94.19. & 119.113. Prou. 1 2. 5. & 13. 26. 
Hal. 1. 19,5 9. Prov. 3 o. 3 2. Fer. 4. 14. Deut. 3 2. 29. 
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unfurniſhed of matter for your Thovghts 
to work upon: And often retire your 
felves for ſerious Meditation. Be not ſo 
folitary and deep in Muſings, as to over. 
ſtretch your Thoughts and confouni your 
Minds, or take you off from neceſſary 
converſe with others ! But be ſure that 
you be conſiderate, and dwell much at 
Home, and converſe moſt with your 
Conſciences and your God ! with whom 
you have the greateſt Buſineſs ! Leave not 
your Thoughts unimployed, or ungo- 
verned : Scatter them not abroad upon 
impertinent Vanities. O that you knew 
what daily bufineſs you have for them! 
Moſt Men are wicked, deceived, and un- 
done, becauſe they are inconſiderate, and 
dare not, or will not, retiredly and ſo- 
berry vſe their Reaſon ; or uſe it but as 
a Slave in Chains in the ſervice of their 
Peſſion, Luſt and Intereſt. He was never 
Wiſe, or Good, or Happy, who was 
not foberly and impartially Conſiderate. 
How to be Good, to do Good, and fi- 
nally enjoy Good, muſt be the ſum of 
all your Thoughts. Keep them firſt 
holy, then charitable, clean and chaſte. 


towards Sin. 
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XI. Let (b) Time be enceeding Precious in 
your Eyes, and carefully and diligently re- 
deem it. What haſte doth it make? and 
how quickly will it be gone? and then 
how highly will it be valued; when a 
Minute of it can never be recalled? O 
what important buſineſs have we, for 
every Moment of our Time, if we ſhould 
live a thouſand Years! Take not that 
Man to be well in his Wits, or to know 
his God, his End, bis Work, or his Dan- 
ger, who, hath Time to ſpare. Redeem 
it, not only from needleſs Sports, and 
Plays, and Idleneſs, and Curioſity, and 
Complement, and exceſs of Sleep, and 


Chat, and Worldlineſs; but alſo from 


Entanglements of leſſer Good, which 
would hinder you from greater. Spend 
time, as Men that are ready to paſs into 


another World, where every Minute mult 


he accounted for ; and it muſt go with 
us for ever as we lived here. Let not 
Health deceive you into the expectation 
of living long, and ſo into a ſenſſeſs 
Negligence. See your Glaſs running, 
and keep a reckoning of the Expence of 


Time: and ſpend it juſt as you would 


XII Let 


review it when it is gone. 


29. 2 Cor. 6 2. Joh. 9. 4. Luk. 12. 42, 44+ Fſal. 39. 4. 
Matt. 25. 10, 124. | | 
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XII. Tet the (c) Love of all in their ſeve- 


ral Capacities, become as it were your very 
Nature : and doing them al! the Good you can, 
be very much of the Buſineſs of your Live, 
God mult be loved in all his Creature, 
his natural Image on all Men, and his ſpi- 
ritual Image on his Saints. Our Neigh. 
bour muſt be loved as our natural ſelves ; 
That is, our natural Neighbour as our 

| natural Self, with a Love of Benevolence; 
and our ſpiritual Neighbour as our ſpiri- 
to tual Self with a Love of Complacence. 
In oppoſition to Complacence, we may 
| hate our ſinful Neighbour, as we mult 
= our ſelves much more: But in oppoſition 
to Benevolence, we muſt neither hate our 
Selves, our Neighbour, or our Enemy, 
O that Men knew how much of Chriſti- 
anity doth conſiſt in Love, and doing 
good ! With what Eyes do they read the 
Goſpel, who ſee not this in every Page? 
Abhor all that Selfiſhneſs, Pride, and 
Paſſion, which are the Enemies of Love, 
and thoſe Opinions, and Factions, and 
Cenſurings, and Back-biting, which would 
deſtroy it. Take him that ſpeaketh evil 
- of another to you, without a juſt cauſe 50 
| | call. 

(oe) 1 Tim. 1.5, 6. Mat. 19. 19. Kom. 1 3. 10. 1 Joh. I. 16. 
Epheſ. 4. 2, 15, 16. Col. 2. 2. & 1:4, 1 Tim. 6. 1 1. Fam. 3. 17. 
Phil. z. 1, 2. 1 Theſ.g. 9. Fob. I 3.35 · Mat. 5. 44. 45. 1 Cor. 13 
Fa. 4. 1 1. Galis. 10. Iit.2. 14. Phil. a. 20, 1. Rom. 15. 1,3. 
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call, to be Satan's Meſſenger, intreating 


you to hate your Brother, or to abate 


your Love. For to perſuade you that a 


Man is bad, is directly to perſuade you 
ſo far to hate him. Not that the good 
and bad muſt be confounded : But Love 


will call none bad without conſtraining 
evidence. Rebuke Back-Biters. Hurt no 


Man, and ſpeak evil of no Man ; unleſs 
it be not only juſt, but neceſſary to ſome 
greater Good. Love is lovely : They 


that Love ſhall be beloved. Hating and 


hurting makes Men hateful. \\Love thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf; and Do as thou wouldſt 


be done by, are the Golden Rules of our 
Duty to: Men; which muit be deeply 
written on your Hearts. For want of this, 


there is nothing fo falſe, ſo bad, ſo cruel, 
which you may not be drawn to think, 
or ſay, or do againſt your Brethren. 
Selfiſhneſs and want of Love, do as na- 


turally tend to Ambition and Covetou MM 
neſs,and thence to Cruelty againſt all that MR 


ſtand in the Way of their Deſires, as the 
Nature of a Wolf to kill the Lambs. 
All Factions and Contentions and Perſe- 


cutions in the World, proceed from Sel- 
fiſhneſs and want of Charity. Devouring 
Malice is the Deviliſh Nature. Be as 
- zealous in doing good to all, as Satan's 


: Servants 
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Servants are in hurting. Take it as the 
uſe of all your Talents, and uſe them as 
you would hear of it at laſt. Let it be 
your Buſineſs and not a matter on the by, 
eſpecially for Publick Good, and Men's 
Salvation. And what you cannot do 
your ſelves, perſwade others to. Gire 
them good Books: And draw them to the 
means which are moſt like to profit 

them. 1 8 | | 
XIH. Underſtand the right Terms of 
Church-Communion : Eſpecially the Unity if 
the Univerſal Churci, and the Univerſa, 
Communion, which you muſt hold with all the 
parts; and the difference between the Church 
as Viſivle and Inviſible. For want of theſe, 
how woful are our Diviſions? Read oft 
I Cor. 12, & Eph. 4. 1, to 17. Joh. 17.2 1.225 
& 2 42. 1 Cor. 1. 10 1½3. 
& 3.3. Rom. 16. 17. Phil. 2. 1, 2,3, 4. 1 704% 5. 
20.30. I Cor. 1 1. 19. Tit. 3. 10. 
Jam. 3. Col. 1. 4. Heb. 10. 2 . Act. 8. 1 2. 1 3,3). 
I Cor. 1. 2,1 3. & 3.3, 4. & 11. 18,21. Study 
theſe well. Vou muſt have Union and 
Communion in Faith and Love, with all 
the Chriſtians in the World. And refuſe 
not local Communion when you have a juſt 
call, ſo far as they put you not on ſinning. 
Let your uſual meeting be with the pu- 
re!t Church, if you lawfully may, (and 
ſtil 


F d) Mat. 13.295 41. 


till reſpect the Publick Good; ) But 
ſometimes occaſionally communicate even 
with defective faulty Churches, ſo be it 
they are true Chriſtians, and put you not 
on Sin: That ſo you may ſhew that you 
own them as Chriſtians, though you diſ- 
own their Corruptions. Think not your 
preſence maketh all the faults of Mini- 
try, Worſhip, or People to be yours (for 
then I would joyn with no Church in the 
World.) Know that as the myſtical Church 
conſiſteth of Heart-Covenanters, ſo doth 
the Church as viſibly conſiſt of Verbal 
Covenanters, which make a credible pro- 
feſſion of conſent. And that Nature and 
Scripture teacheth to take every Man's 
Word as Credible, till Perfidiouſaeſs for- 
feit his Credit; which forfeiture muſt 
be proved, before any ſober Profeſſion 
can be taken for an inſufficient Title. 
(d) Grudge not then at the Communion 
of any profeſſed Chriſtian in the Church 
Viſible: (though we muſt do our Part 
to caſt out the obſtinately impenitent by 
Diſcipline ; which if we cannot do, the 
Fault is not ours.) The preſence of Hy- 
pocrites is no hurt, but oft a Mercy to 
the Sincere. How ſmall elſe would the 
Church ſeem in the World ? Outward 
| FW Privileges 
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Privileges belong to Outward Covenat 
ters; and Inward Mercies to the Sincere 
(e) Diviſion is wounding and tends tg 
Death. Abhor it as you love the Churches 
welfare or your o.]n: The Wiſdom from 
above is firſt pure, and then peaceahle 
Never ſeparate what God conjoyneth, H 
is the Earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh Wiſdom, 
which cauſeth bitter envying, and ſtrife 
and confuſion, and every evil Work; 
Bleſled are the Peace-makers. 

XIV. Take heed of (f) Pride and Sel. 
conceitedneſs in Religion If, once you over. 
value your own underſtandings, your 
crude Conceptions and groſs Miſtake 
will deligkt you as ſome ſupernatural 
Light: And inſtead of having compaſſion 
on the Weak ; you will be unruly, nf 
deſpiſers of your Guides, and cenſorious 
contemners of all that differ from you; 
and Perſecutors of them it you have 
Power; and will think all intolerable, 
that take you not as Oracles, and your 
Words as Law. Forget not that the 
Church hath always juffered by cenſori- 
ous, unruly Profeſſors on the one Hand, 
(and O what Diviſions and Seapdals have 
they cauſed ! ) as well as by the Prophane 

| | and 

(e) Foh. 16. 2. 1 Cor. 1. 10. Rom. 16. 17. Fam.3.14415y 
26,17, 18, (f) 1 Im. 3.6. Col. 2.1 8. 1 Cor. 8. 1. 1 Cor.. L 
6. I Tim. 6. 4, I Pet. 5. 5. Fam · 3. 1 17. 
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And 
J y h) Families, Holy Families muſt be 
17. te chief preſervers of the Intereſt of 


dot, be quiet and ſilent, and not too 
arward;z and keep up a Zeal for Love 
ind Peace. "IS , 

XV. Be faithful and canſcionable in all 


iffer unjuſtly by them, be hambled for 
hoſe Sins, which cauſe God to turn your 
rotectors into Afflictors: And inſtead 
fmurmuring and rebelling againſt them, 
eform your ſelves, and then commit 
jour ſelves to God. Princes and Paſtors 
will not ſpeak to: Subjects, and Ser- 
ants, and Children, muſt obey their 
wperiors, as the Officers of God. 


— 


le keligion in the World. Let not the 


ur MY orld turn God's Service into a euſto- 
the Vary lifeleſs Form. Read the Scripture, 
ri. Dad edifying Books to them: Talk with 
nd, nem ſeriouſly about the ſtate of their 
ave 
ane 
aud 
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bem fervently ; Watch over them dili- 

1 gently; 
48) Eph.5,8 6 Col. 3, & 4. Rom. 13. T, 7. 1 Pet. 2. 13, 
5. ch) Command 4. Foſh.2 4˙15. Deut. 6 5778. Pan. &. 


Hr to le certainly Saved. 4 


both: And when Contentions are a 


2) your Relations. Honour and obey your 
rents, and other Superiors : Deſpiſe 
ot, and reſiſt not Government: If you 


XVI. Keep up the Government of God in 


— Wrnnd> — Bm” 
* g . * * , jc np 1 . 
* P Wh Hy ROO TIO 


Souls, and Everlaſting Life: Pray with 
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gently; Be angry againſt Sin, and meek 
| M your own Cauſe; Be Examples 0 
Wiſdom, Holineſs and Patience; And ſee 
that the Lord's Day be ſpent in holy 
preparation for Eternity. 

XVII. Let your (i) Callings be managed 
in Holineſs and Laboriouſneſs. Live not in 
Idleneſs; be not flothful in your Work, 
whether you be _ or Free; in the 
ſweat of your Brows you muſt eat your 
Bread, and labour the {ix Days, that you 
may have to give to him that needeth; 
Slothfulneſs is Senſuality as well as fi. 
thier Sins. The Body (that is able) muſt 
have fit Employments as well as the Soul, 
or elſe Body and Soul will fare the worſe; 
but let all be but as the labour of a 
Ser, and aim at God and Heaven 
in all. 

XVIII. Deprive not your ſelves of the be- 

refit of an able faithful (k) Paſtor, to whon 
you may open your Caſe in ſecret ;, or at lea 
of a holy (I) faithful Friend. And be not 
(m) diſpleaſed at their free Reproofs.. Wo 
to him that is alone] How blind and par. 
tial are we in our own Cauſe, and . 
| ar 


() Heb. 13.5. Command. 4. 2 Theſſ.3.10,12. 1 Theſ.4, 
7.1 Tim. 5.13. Prov. 31. 1 Cor. 7. 29. (B) Mal. 2.7. 
( Eccieſ. 4. 10, 11. (m) Prov. 12. 1, & 15. 5. 19,31 
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of hard is it to know our ſelves without an 
of able faithful Helper! you forfeit this 
ſeeſl great Mercy When you love a Flatterer, 
rfl and angerily defend your Sin. 
XIX. (n) Prepare for Sickneſs, Sufſerings, 

ed and Death. Overvalue not Proſperity, 
in nor the favour of Man. If ſelfiſh Men 
rk, prove falſe and cruel to you, even thoſe 
the of whom you have deſerved beſt, marvel 
gur not at it, but pray for your Enemies, 
ou Perſecutors, and Slanderers, that God 
hz would turn their Hearts and pardon 
f- them. What a mercy is it to be driven 
ut from the World to God, when the love 
ul, of the World is the greateſt danger of 
le; the Soul? Be ready to die, and you are 
al ready for any thing. Ask your Hearts 
en ſeriouſly, What is it that I ſhall need at a 

dying Hour? And let it ſpeedily be got 
be- ready, and not be to ſeek in the time of 
your Extremity. 1 
al XX. Underſtand the true Method of Peace | 
nat of Conſcience, and judge not of the ſtate of 
Vo your Souls upon dec eitful Grounds, As pre- 
ar. ſumptuous hopes do keep Men from Con- 
Owl verſion, and embolden them to Sin: So | 
rd cauſeleſs fears do hinder our Love and 
—Þ} Praiſe of God, by obſcuring his Loveli- _ | 
4 G2 neſs; 1 


/ 3 


3% (n) Lak. 12.40. 2 Pet. 1. 10. Phil. f. 2 1,23. Jer. 9. 47, » 
NT. 7.455. 2 Cor. 5. 1, 2478. | 
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I.. 5,1 2,3,6, 7. (r) Luk.14.26,33. 1 Joh. 2,15. Mat. 6. 


neſs; And they deſtroy our Thankfulneſ, 
and our Delight in God, and wake us 
a Burden to our ſelves, and a grievous 
ſtumbling Block to others. The general 


grounds of all our Comfort are, 1. The 


(o) gracious Nature of God. 2. The (y) 
ſufficiency of Chriſt. And 3 the Truth 
and (4) Univerſality of the Promiſe, 
which giveth Chriſt and Life to all, it 
they will accept him. But this acceptance 
is the Proof of Tour particular Title, 


without which theſe do but- aggravate 


your Sin. Conſent to God's Covenant 
is the true Condition and Proof of your 
Title to God as your Father, Saviour, 
and Sanctifier, and ſo to the ſaving Bleſ- 
fngs of the Covenant; which Conſent, 


if you ſurvive, muſt produce the Duties 


which you conſent to. 
He that heartily conſenteth that God 
be his God, his Saviour and Sanctifier, 


is in a Kate of Life. But this includeth 


the (r) rejection of the World; Much 


. Knowledge and Memory, and Utterance, 
and lively Affections, are all very de- 
 firable; But you muſt judge your ſtate 


by 


(o) Exod.34.6. (p) Heb.7.25. (q) Foh.4.42. Foh. 3. 
16. 1 Tim 4.10. & 2.4. Mat. 28 19, 20. Rev.22.17. 


29,20, 1,33. Col 3.152. Rom. S. 1513. 
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Theſe are not they 
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by none of theſe, for they are all uncer- 
tain. But, 1. If God, and Holineſs, and 
Heaven, have the higheſt eſtimation of 
your practical Judgment, as being e- 
ſeemed beſt for you: 2. And be pre- 
ferred in the choice and reſolution of 
your Wills; and that habitually before 
all the pleaſures of the World: 3. And 
be firſt and chiefly ſought in your en- 
deavours : This is the infallible Proof of 
your Sanctification Ing 
Chriſtian, Upoa long and ſerious ſtudy 
and experience, I dare boldly commend 
theſe Directions to thee, as the Way of 
God, which will end in Bleſſedneſs. The 


Lord reſolve and ſtrengthen thee to obey 


them. 7] 

This is the true Conſtitution of Chriſti- 
anity : This is true God lineſs; and this 
is to be Religious indeed: And all this is 
no more than to be ſeriouſly ſuch, as all 
among us in general words profeſs to 
be. This is the Religion which muſt dif- 


ference you from Hypocrites; which 


mult ſettle you in Peace, and make you 
an Honour to your Profeſſion, and a 
Bleſſing to thoſe that dwell about you. 
Happy is the Land, the Church, the Fa- 
mily, which doth conſiſt of ſuch as theſe! 
that either Perſecute 
C 3” 0 
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or Divide the Church, or that make 
their Religion a Servant to their Policy, 
to their amhitious Deſigns, or fleſhly 
Luſts ; nor that make it the bellows of 
Sedition or Rebellion, or of an envious 
Hurtful Zeal, or a ſnare for the Innocent, 
or a Piſtol to ſhoot at the vpright in 
Heart: Theſe are not they that have 
heen the ſhame of [their Profeſſion, the 
Hardning of Ungodly Men and Infidels, 
and that have cauſed the Enemies of the 
Lord to blaſpheme. If any Man will 
make a Religion of or for his Luſts ; of 
Papal Tyranny, or Phariſaical Formality, 
or of his private Opinions, or of proud 
cenſoriouſneſs, and contempt of others, 
and of Faction, and unwarrantable Se- 
parations and Diviſions, and of ſtanding 
at a more obſervable diſtance from com- 
mon profeſſors of Chriſtianity, than God 
would have them; or yet of pulling up 
the Hedge of Diſcipline, and laying 
Chriſt's Vineyard common to the Wil- 


derneſs; the Storm is coming, when this. 


Religion founded on the Sand will fall, 
and great will be the fall thereof. When 
the Religion which conſiſteth in Faith 
and Love to God and Man in mortifying 
the Fleſh, and crucifying the World, in 
Self-denyal, Humility and Patience, in 
| | ſincere 


our S N 
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ſncere Obedience, and faithfulneſs in alt 
Relations, in watchful Self-Government, 
in doing Good, and in a Divine and 
Heavenly Life, tho? it will be hated by 
the ungodly World, ſhall never be a diſ- 
honour to your Lord, nor deceive or 
diſappoint your Souls. 
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4 Short Catechiſm. | 


Qeeſt, 1. Wi is the Chriſtian Reli- 


ton ? 
Anſw. The Chrifian Religion is the Bap- 
tiſmal Covenant made and kept ; wherein 
God the Father,Son and Holy Ghoſt, doth 
give himſelf to be our reconciled God and 
Father, our Saviour and Sanctiner; and 
we believingly give up our ſelves accor- 
dingly to him, renouncing the Fleſh, the 


| World, and the Devil. Which Covenant 


is to be oft renewed, ſpecially in the 8a- 
crament of the Lord's Supper. 

Queſt. 2. Where is our Covenant part ant 
Duty fullier opened? 

Anſw. 1. In the Creed, as the Sum of 
our Bellef 

2. In the Lord's yes as the Sum of 


C * 3. And 
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3. And in the Ten Commandment 


(as given us by Chriſt, with the Goſpel is in 
Explications) as the Sum of our Practice Pes 


Which _ as followeth. ou ” ” 
| but 

7 be "£5 RE E D. h the 

Glo 


Believe in God the Father Almighty, 
Creator of Heaven and Earth: And 
in Jeſus Chriſt his only Son our Lord, il 
which was conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, 85 
born of the Virgin Mary, ſuffered under IN 
Pontius Pilate, was Crucified, Dead and Ee 
Buried, he deſcended into Hell: The T 
third day he aroſe again from the Dead, I m 
he aſcended into Heaven, and ſitteth on 
the right Hand of God the Father Al- I g 
mighty, from thence he ſhall come to iſ 1 
judge the Quick and the Dead: I believe 1: 
in the Holy Ghoſt, the Holy Catholick Þ \ 
Church, the Communion of Saints, the 
forgiveneſs of Sins, the Reſurr ection of 
the Body, __ the Life Everlaſting, 
Amen, | 


The LORD's PRATER. 


UR Father which art in Heaven, Hal- 
lowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come. Thy wil be done on Earth as it 
| ls 
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Hel s in Heaven. Give us this day our daily 
Bread. And forgive us our Treſpalles, 


Y 28 we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 


us: And lead us not into Temptation 


but deliver us from evil: For thine is 

the Kingdom, and the Power, and the 
ity, Glory z lor ever, Amen. : 
ity, 


1 : The Ten Commandments. 


I 1 Am the Lord thy God which have 
0 brought thee out of the Land of 
| Egypt, out of the Houſe of Bondage: 
Thou ſhalt have no other Gods before 
me. | 
N II. Thou ſhalt not make unto thee any 
Fgraven Image, or any likeneſs of anything 
that is in Heaven above, or that is in 
the Earth beneath, or that is in the Water 
under the Earth; thou ſhalt not bow 
down thy ſelf to them, nor ſerve them: 
For I the Lord thy God am a jealous 
God, viſiting the iniquity of the Fathers 
upon the Children, unto the third and 
fourth Generation of them that hate me: 
And ſhewing Mercy unto thouſands of 
them that love. me and keep my Com- 
mandments. | | 
III. Thou ſhalt not take the Name of 
the Lord thy God in vain; For the Lord 
nn C5. | Wall: 
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| will- not hold him guiltleſs that taketh 
his Name in vain. | 

IV. Remember the Sabbath day to 
keep it holy; Six days ſhalt thou labour 
and do all thy work; but the ſeventh day 
is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God, in 
at thou ſhalt not do any work, thou, nor 
thy Son, nor thy daughter, thy Man- 
ſervant, nor thy Maid-ſervant, nor thy 
cattel, nor the Stranger that is within 
thy Gates. For in ſix days the Lord 
made Heaven ayd Earth, the Sea, and all 
that in them is; and reſted the ſeventh 
Day, wherefore the Lord bleſſed the 
Sabbath Day, and hallowed it. 

V. Honour thy Father and thy Mother, 
that thy days may be long upon the Land 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee. 

VI. Thou ſhalt not kill. 

VII. Thou ſhalt not commit adultery, 

VIII. Thou ſhalt not ſteal. 

IX. Thou ſhalr not bear falſe witneſs 
againſt thy Neighbour. 

X. Thou fhalt not covet thy Neigh- 
bours houſe, thou ſhalt not covet thy 

— Neighbours Wife, nor his Man-ſervant, 
nor his Maid-ſervant, nor his Ox, nor 
his Aſs, nor any thing that is thy Neigh- 
dours. 8 


Queſt, 


the Image of God, an embodied 8 | 
nn * . Life, Mi 


Queſt. 3. Whereis the Chriſtian Religion 
moſt fully opened, and entirely contained ? 
| Arſw. In the Holy Scriptures, eſpeci- 
ally of the New Teſtament: Where, by 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles and Evangeliſts 
inſpired by his Spirit, the Hiſtory of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles is ſufficiently de- 
livered, the Promiſes and Doctrin of 


Faith are perfe&ed, the Covenant of 


Grace moſt clearly opened, and Church- 


Offices, Worſhip, and Diſcipline eſta- 


bliſhed, with the underſtanding whereof, 


the ſtrongeſt Chriſtians may increaſe 


while they live on Earth. 


—_— 


The Explained Profeſſion of the Chriſti- 
an Religion. | 1 


J. T Believe that there is one GOD, an 
infinite Spirit of Life, Underſtand- 


ing and Will; perfectly Powerful, Wiſe 


and Good; the Father, the 


Word and the Spirit, the The Aﬀents 


Creator, Governour, and: 
End of all things; our abſolute Owner, 
our moſt juſt Ruler, and our moſt Graci- 


ous Benefactor, and moſt amiable Good. 


II. I believe that Man being made in 
pirit of 
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Life, Underſtanding, and Will, with Holy 
Vivacity, Wiſdom, and Love, to know, 
and love, and ſerve his Creator here and 
for ever, did by wilful ſinning fall from 


his God, his Holineſs and Innocency, un- 


der the Wrath of God, the Condemna- 
tion of his Law, and the flavery of the 
Fleſh, the World and the Devil. And 
that God ſo loved the World, that he 
gave his only Son to be their Redeemer, 
who being GOD, and one with the 
Father, took our Nature, and became 
MAN : Being conceived by the Holy 
Ghoſt, born of the Virgin Mary, called 
Jeſus Chriſt, who was perfectly holy, fja- 
| Jefs, fulfilling all Righteouſneſs, over- 

came the Devil and the World, and gave 
himſelf a Sacrifice for our Sins, by ſui- 
fering a curſed Death on the Croſs, to 
ranſome us, and reconcile us unto God; 
and was buried, and went among the 
Dead; the third Day he roſe again, ha- 
'ving conquered Death. And he fully 
eſtabliſhed the Covenant of. Grace, that 
all that truly repent and believe, ſhall 
have the love of the Father, the Grace 
of the Son, and the Comnwnion of the 
Holy Spirit, and-if they love God, and 
obey him ſincerely to the Death, they 


ever: 


mall be glorified with him in Heaven for 
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ever: And the Unbelievers, Impenitent, 
and Ungodly ſhall go to everlaſting Pu- 
niſhment. And having commanded his 
Apoſtles to Preach the Goſpel to all 


the World, and promiſed his Spirit, he 


aſcended into Heaven: Where he is the 
Glorified Head over all Things to the 
Church, and our prevailing Interceſſor 
with the Father : Who will there receive 
the departed Souls of the Juſtified ? And 
at the end of this World will come a- 
gain and raiſe all the Dead, and will judge 
all according to their Works, and juſtly 
execute his Judgment. 

III. I believe that God, the Holy Spi- 


tit, was given by the Father and the Son, 


to the Prophets, Apoſtles, and Evan- 
geliſts, to be their Infallible Guide in 
Preaching and Recording the Doctrine 
of Salvation; and the Witzeſs of its 
certain Truth, by his manifold Divine 
Operations; and to quicken, illuminate, 
and ſanctifie all true Believers, that they 


the Devil. And all that are thus ſancti- 
fied, are one holy Catholick Church of 


Chriſt, and muſt live in holy Communion, 


and have the pardon of their Sins, and 
ſhall have everlaſting Lite, 8 
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may overcome the Fleſh, the World and 
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Believing in God the Father, Son and Que 
Holy Spirit, I do preſently, abſolutely, Nen, 4 
and reſolvedly give up my ſybich 1 
The Conſent ſelf to him, my Creator and An 
or Covenant; reconciled God and Father, 
* my Saviour and SanRifier: N imbo- 
And repenting of my Sins, I renounce and \ 
the Devil, the World, and the ſinful N and! 
defires of the Fleſh: And denying my I his 
ſelf, and taking up my Croſs, I conſent I gave. 
to follow Chriſt the Captain of my Sal- I his 
vation, in hope of his promiſed Grace I the 


and Glory. De 
| oy | — int 

4 Short CATBCHISM for tboſe I d 
+» that have Learned the Firſt, n 


u 
Queſt. 1 * Hat do you believe concern- ; 
1 Aſſent. V ing GOD? 55 | 
' Aaſw, There is only one God; an In- 
finite Spirit of Life, Underſtanding and 
Will, moſt perfectly Powerful, Wile and 
Good : The Father, the Word, and the 
Spirit; The Creator, Governour and End 
of all things ; Our Abſolute Owner, our 
moſt Juſt Ruler, and our moſt Gracious 
and moſt Amiable Father. „ 


Onelſt. 
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Queſt, 2. What believe you of the Crea- 
ton, and the nature of Man, and the Law 
which was given to him? = 

Anſw. God created all the World: 
and made MAN in his own Image, an 
imbodied Spirit of Lite, Underſtandings 
and Will, with holy Livelinefs, Wiſdom 
and Love; to know, and love, and ſerve 
his Maker, here and for ever: And 
gave him the inferiour Creatures for 
his uſe: But forbad him to cat of 
the Tree of Knowledge, upon pain of 
Death. | 

Queſt. 3. What believe you of: Man's fall 
into Sin and Miſery ? | 

Anſw. Man being tempted by Satan, 
did by wilful ſinning fall from his Holt- 
neſs, his Innocency, and his Happineſs, 
under the Juſtice of God, the condemna- 
tion of his Law, and the ſlavery of the 
Fleſh, the World, and the Devil; whence 
ſinful guilty and miſerable Natures are 
propagated to all Mankind : And no 
meer Creature is able to deliver us. 
Queſt. 4. What believe you of Man's 


Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt. 


/p, God ſo loved the World, that 


he gave his only Son to be their Saviour: 
W bo being GOD, and One with the 


Father, took our Nature, and became 


6 «\ 
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Bacrifice for our Sins, by ſuffering a Cur- 


W 
ſorſake 


MAN}; being conceived by the Hy ri, 


Ghoſt : Born of the Virgin Mary; an 


to ob! 


called JESUS CHRIST; who was per core 


fectly Holy, without Sin, fulfillin 


ad the World; and gave himſelf ; 


ſied Death on the Croſs to ranſome yz, 
and reconcile us unto God; and waz 
buried, and went among the Dead ; the 
third Day he roſe again, having con- 

quered Death; and having ſealed the 

New Covenant with his Blood, he com- 

. manded his Apoſtles and other Miniſters, 

to Preach the Goſpel to all the World; 

and promiſed the Holy Ghoſt : And then 

aſcended into Heaven, where he is God 

and Man, the Glorified Head over all 
things to his Church, and our prevailing 
Interceſlor with God the Father. 

Quelt. 5. What is the New Teſtament, or 
Covenant, or Law of Grace? | 
Anſw. God, through Jeſus Chriſt, doth 
freely give to all Mankind himſelf, to 
be their reconciled God and Father, his 
Son to be their Saviour, and his Holy Spirit 
to be their Sanctifier, if they will be- 
lieve and accept the Gift, and will give 
yp themſelves to him accordingly.; Re- 


forſake 


perting of their Sins, and conſenting to 


| 8 al Goſpe 
_ Righteouſneſs; and overcame the Deyil Bol 
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| forſake the Devil, the World and the 
2 Fleſh, and ſincerely, (though not perfectly) 
to obey Chriſt and his Spirit to the End, 
au according to the Law of Nature, and his 
= Goſpel Inſtitutions, that they may be glo- 
rified in Heaven for ever. WD ET 
Queſt, 6. What believe you of the Holy 
Ghoſt ? 5 : | 
k Anſw., God the Holy Spirit was given 
+. b the Father and the Son to the Pro- 
"F phets, Apoſtles, and Evangeliſts, to be 
v their infallible Guide in Preaching and 
i Recording the Doctrine of Salvation; and 
the Witneſs of its certain Truth by his 
” manifold Divine Operations. And he is 
' F given, to quicken, illuminate, and ſancti- 
ty all true Believers, and to ſave them 
; | from the Devil, the World, and the 
| Fleſh. . 
| Queſt. 7. What believe you of the Holy 
Catholick Church, the Communion of Saints, 
and the Forgiveneſs of Sing? | 
Anſiv. All that truly conſent to the 
Baptiſmal Covenant, are one ſanctified 
Church or Body of Chriſt, and have Com- 
munion in the ſame Spirit of Faith and 
Love, and have the forgiveneſs of all 
their Sins; and all that by Baptiſm viſibly 
Covenant, and that continue to profeſs 
Chriſtianity and Holineſs, are the a 
1 vilible 


3 
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viſible Church on Earth; and muſt kee 


ctrine, Worſhip, and Order Inſtituted 
by Chriſt. : | 


Queft. 8. What believe you of the Reſur. 


rection and Everlaſting Life? 


Anſw. At Death the Souls of the ju. 


ſtifyed go to Happineſs with Chriſt, and 
the Souls of the Wicked to Miſery: 


A 
. A 
holy Communion with Love and Peace ounce 
in the particular Churches; in the Do. wk 
=” 


And at the End of this World, Chriſt y). 


will come in Glory, and will raiſe the 
Bodies of all Men from Death, and will 
Judge all according to their Works: 
And the Righteous ſhall go into Ever- 
laſting Life, where being made perfect 
themſelyes, they ſhall ſee God, and per- 
feftly Love and praiſe him with Chriſt, and 
all the glorified Church; and the reſt 
into Everlaſting Puniſhment. 


Queſt. 9. You have told me 


II. Conſent. what you believe: Tell me now 
| what is the full Reſolution and 


Deſire of your Will, concerning all this 


which you believe? 

Anſw. Believing in God the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, I do preſently, ab- 
ſolutely, and reſolvedly give up my ſelf 
to him, my Creator and reconciled God 
and Father, my Saviour, and my SanRi- 


fler. 


og 
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ep er. And Repenting of my Sins I re- 
2ce ounce the Devil, the World, and the 
« Maful deſires of the Fleſh. And denying 
7 ſelf, and taking up my Croſs, I con- 
nt to follow Chriſt the Captain of my 
ur. Dalvation; in hope of the Grace and 

lory promiſed. Which I daily deſire 
Ju. Ind beg as he hath taught me, ſaying, 


nd Or Father which art in Heaven, &c. © 


: Queſt. 10. What is that Practice which 
iſt / this Covenant you are obliged to? 


he Arſw. According to the Law of Na- 


Ul 


vre, and Chriſt's Inſtitutions I muſt (de. 
ring Perfection) ſincerely Obey him in 
Life of Faith, and Hope, and Love : 
oving God as God, for himſelf above 
ll, and loving my ſelf as his Servant, 
eſpecially my Soul ; and ſeeking its Ho- 
lineſs and Salvation; and Loving my 
Neighbours as my ſelf. I muſt avoid all 
| Midolatry of Mind or Body, and muft 
Worſhip God according to his Word, by 
prong and Meditating on his Word ; 
y Prayer, Thankſgi- ; | 
ving, Praiſe, and uſe of wh og a e 
his Sacraments; I muſt cee, are openel in the 
not profane, but holi- VIInh. days Confe- 
ly uſe his holy Name : rence, and more fully 
I muſt keep holy the EN on 
Lord's Day, eſpecially © © 


; 
h 


in 
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in Communion with the Church-Aſp 
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EX. th 
il cone 
blies: I muſt Honour and Obey my Pe 4 
rents, Magiſtrates, Paſtors, and othM. ©. 
Rulers: I muſt not wrong my Neighbolſ!**» 
in Thought, Word, or Deed, in his Sonecon. 
his Body, his Chaſtity, Eſtate, Right qt 0 
Property; but do him all the good ſhy to 
can: And do as I would be done by th 
which is ſummed up in the Ten Con of 7 
mandments, L God ſpake theſe wards, ſy .: 
— — y 
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A Prayer for Families in the Me "TY 
thod of the Lord's Prayer, be 45 


. , : 04 
ing but an Expoſition of it. |, | 


0ST Glorious GOD, who ar 
Power and Wiſaom, ad God 
neſs it ſelf, the Creator of all things: 


L 
| 18 

UT 
h 


the Owner, the Ruler, and the Beneyr 

factor of the World, but eſpecially hes 

thy Church and Choſen Ones : Thou 

by Sin original and actual, we were thy, 

Enemies, the Slaves of Satan and of, 

Fleſh, and under thy diſpleaſure, ad 
| : tit 


2 Son, and Regenerated by the holy 
Sou econciled Father; For 6 thy Cove- 
ht M of Grace thou haſt gizjen them thy 
od I to be their Head, their Teacher, 
> by xd their Saviour; Anudſin him thou 


Men 3 ſealing and preparing them by 
Wy Holy Spirit, for the Celeſtial King- 
In, and beginning in them that hol 

ie, and Light, and Love which ſhall 
berfected with thee in Everlaſting 
„Y. O with what wondrous love haſt 


ie made the Sous of God : Thou haft 


night be devoted wholly to Thee as 


12 Own, and might delightfully obey 
5 0 


ere and for ever. 
0 cauſe both us, and all thy Churches, 
and al the Werld to hallow thy great 


ul FIT holy Name] Axd to live to thee as 


| C 
1; 


e condemnation of thy Law|; yet thy 
eren Redeemed by Jeſus Chriſt. 


wor jiret, have leave to call [thee their 


e pardoned, adopted, and ſanct iſied 


hou loved us, that of Rebels we ſhould 


wvanced us to this Dignity, that we 


"MT hee, and entirely love Ihre, with al! 
"Your Heart; aud ſo might glorifie Thee 


our Ultimate End ; that thy ſhiniy 
Tmage on Holy Souls may Glorife th 
Divine Perfection. 
Aud cauſe beth us and all the Ear: 
to caſt off the Tyranny of Satan and t cbure 
Fleſh, and to acknowledge the Suprem loved 
Authority, and to become the Kingdoms fi H 
Thee and Thy Son Jeſus, by a wil 4 
and abſolute ſubjection. O perfed . 0! 
Kingdim of Grace in our ſelves and i] Life 
the World, and haſten the Kingdom ¶ anti. 
Glory, | give 
And cauſe us and thy Churches, audi and 
all the People of the Earth, no more : wan 
be ruled by the Luſts of the Fleſh, ad and 
their erroneous conceits,and by Sell- will Bre 
but by thy perfect Wiſdom and holyſſſ An. 
Will revealed in thy Laws : Mikeſſp an: 
Known thy Word to all the World, ado 
ſend them the Meſſengers of Grace aud an 
Peace; and cauſe Men to underitand I cat 
believe and obey the Goſpel of Salva dil 
tion, and that with ſuch Holineſs, Unity fa 
and Love, that the Harth may be mad A. 
liter unto Heaven; and not only u F. 
ſcattered imperfect Flock, but thiſe 
| . alſo 
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alſo, who in their carnal and ungodly 


Bininds do now refuſe a holy Life, and 


think thy Word and Ways too ſtrif, 
may defire to imitate even the heavenly 
Church, where Thou art obeyed, and 
led, and praiſed, with high Delight, 
in Harmony and Perfect ion. 


And becauſe our Being is the ſubject 


of our Welſ being, maintain us in the 
Life which thou haſt here given us, 


until the work of Life be finiſhed ; and 


give us ſuch health of Mind and Body, 
and ſuch protection and ſupply of all our 


wants, as ſhall beſt fit us for our Duty, 


and make us contented with our daily 
Bread, and patient if we want it: 
And fave us from the love of the Riches, 
and Honours, and Pleaſures of this 


World, and the Pride, and [dleneſs, 


and Senſuality which they cheriſh: And 
cauſe us ts ſerve thy Providence by our 
diligent Labears, and to ferve thee 
faitbfally with all that thou giveſt us: 
And let us not make proviſion for the 
Fleſb, to ſatisfy its defires and luſts. 


/ By 
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| And 


PFE. 
Aud we beſeech thee of thy Mery I; 
| - through the Sacrifice and Propitiatiog 

” of thy Beloved Son, forgive us all ow 


Sins, original and actual, from our Birth 


to this Hour; our omiſſions of Duty, and Nu. 
committing of what thou didſt forbid, 


Our ſins of heart, and word, and deed, 
our ſinful thoughts and affeFions, our 
ſinful paſſions and diſcontents ; our ſecret 
and our open ſins ; oui fins of negligence, 


aud ignorance, and raſhneſs ; but eſe- 


cially our ſins againſt Knowledge aud 
Conſcience, which have made the deepeſt 
guilt and wounds. Spare us, O Lord, 
and let not our ſins ſo find us out as 0 
be our-ruin,; but let us ſo find them 


out, as trhily to repeat and turn to thee, 


Eſpecially puniſh us not with the tof\ of 
thy Grace\! Take not thy Holy Spirit 
from us, and deny us not his Afſijtance 
and holy Operations, Seal to us by that 


Spirit the Pardon of car ſins, and lift 


up the light of thy Countenance upon us, 
aad give us the joy of thy Favour and 
Salvation. And let thy Love and Mercy 


' fo fill us not only with Thankfulneſ” to 


Thee, 


FRATERS "06> 
V Thee, but with Love and Mercy to our 
r Brethren and our Enemies; that we 
ar may heartily forgive them that do us 
; ; wrong, as through thy Grace we hope 
4 pe do. | 
q 4 And for the time to come ſuffer us 
j fl wot to caſt our ſelves wilfully into Temp- 
i Bl tations ; but carefully to avoid them, 
and reſolutely to Reſiſt and Conquer 
e, ¶ what we cannot avoid : And O wortifie 
„ theſe inward Sins and Luſts, which are 
ur conſtant and moſt dangerous Tempta- 
ions; And let us not be tempted by 
„ Satan or the World, or tried by thy 
„ Judgments, above the ſtrength which } 
" il thy Grace ſhall give us. Save us from 2 
a fearleſs confidence in our own ſtrength, | 
And let us not dally with the ſnare, I 
wor taſte the bait, nor play with the 
Hire of thy wrath; But cauſe us to fear 
and depart from Evil; leſt before we 
t ¶ are aware, we Le entangled and overs 
come, and wounded with our Guilt and 
d with Wrath, aud our End ſhould be 
TW worſe than our Beginning. FEſperially 
ve us from thoſe radical Sins of * 
1 2 
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and Unbelief, Pride, Hypocrifie, Hard. Hol 
l heartedneſs,Senſuality, Slothfulneſs, and 600% 
þ the love of this preſent World, and the 1 
loſs of our Love to thge, to thy Kingdom, are 
| aud thy Ways. ever 
| And ſave us from the Malice of Sf 
| tan and of wicked Men, and from the | — 
| Evils which our Sins would bring uz. 

| dn HS, 5 8 
| 


And as we crave all this from thee, 
we humbly render our Praiſes with our 
future Service to thee. Thou art the 
King of all the World, and more than 
the Life of all the Living. Thy Kin 
dom is Everlaſting ; Wiſe, and Tut, 
and Merciful is thy Government. Bleſſed. 
are they that are thy faithful Subjects; 
But who hath hardened himſelf again 
Phee, and hath proſpered? The bolt 
Creation proclaimeth thy Perfection; 
But it is Heaven where the Bleſſed ſce 
thy Glory, aud the Glory of our He. 
deemer, where the Anzels and Saints 
behold thee, admire thee, adore thee, 
love thee, and praiſe thee with Tri g 
aemphant, Jo; ful Songs, the Hoy, Hol), © 


—— 


Holy God, the Fat hen Hon, and Holy 
Ghoſt, who was, and is, and is to come ; 
Of Thee, and through Thee, and to Thee 
are all things; Io T. bee * Glory for 
ever. Amen. 
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| 4 ber Prayer for Families. 


Oſt Glorious Ever- living God, 
Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, | 
Infinite in thy Power, Wiſdom” and 


Goodneſs ; Thou art the Creator of 


all the World, the Redeemer of loſt 
Mankind, and the Sanctifier of thine 
Ele. Thou haſt made us living rea- 
ſonable Souls, placed a while on Earth 
in Fleſh, to ſeek, and know, and love, 


and e thee, bien we {hould have 2 | 
done with all our Soul and Might; 


R ATEN S. — — 
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For we and all things are thine own, - |} 


and thou art more to us than all the 


World. This ſhould have been the 
preateſt Buſineſs, Care and Pleaſure 


of our Lives; - We were 2 bound to it 
DA 0 755 
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by the Law, Ad invited by thy Love 


and Mercy, and the promiſe of a Re. 
Ward in Heaven: And in our Baptiſm, 


we were devoted to this Chriſtian Life 
of Faith and Holineſs, by a Solemn 


Covenant and Vow. But with Grief 
and Shame we do confeſs, that we have 
been tod unſaithful to that Covenant, 
and too much neglected the Lord our 


Father, our Saviour and our Sanctiſier, 
to whom we were devoted; and have 


too much ſerved the Fleſh and the 


World, and the Devil which we re- 
nounced. We have added to our Ori- 


|. ginal Sin, the guilt of Unthankfulneſs 

or a'Saviour, and reſiſting his Spirit 
and Grace that ſhould have reneyed, 
and governed and ſaved us. We have 
ſpent much of our Lives, in fleſhly 


and worldly Vanity, and ſinfully neg- 
lected the greateft,Work, of making 
a ſure Preparation for Death and Judg- 
ment, and dur endleſs State. In 4 


Cuitom of ſinning we have hardened 
our Hearts againſt thy Word and 

Warnings, and the Reproefs of thy 
1 kh Miniſters, © 
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Miniſters, and of our Sonſciences that ; 
have oft told us of our Sin and Danger, 
and called us to repent , A 
And now, O Lord, our cortvinced - } 
Souls confeſs that we deſerve to be ö 
forſaken by thee, and left to our own 
| luſt and folly, and to the deceits of 
Satan, and unto endleſs Miſery. But 
ſeeing thou haſt given a Saviour to 
loſt Man, and a pardoning Covenant 
through the merits of Chriſt, promie 
ſing forgiveneſs and Salvation to every 
true penitent Believer ; we thankfully 
accept thy offered Mercy, and peni- 
tently bewail our Sin, and caſt our 
miſerable Souls upon thy Grace and | 
the Sacrifice, Merits and [aterceſſjons - - | 
of our Redeemer. Forgive all the Sins 
of our Hearts and Lives; and as a 
reconciled Father take 1 7 7 a- | 
dopted Children in Chriſt. O give us | 
thy renewing Spirit, to be in us a | 
powerful and conſtant Author of Holy 

Light and Love, and Life, to fit us 

for all our Duty, and for Communion 

with thee, and for Everlaſting Life: 
oe. And 


n 


74 PRATERS. 
And to dwell in us as thy Witneſs and 
Seal of our Adoption. Let him be 
At, better to our Souls than our Souls are 
to our Bodies, Teaching us thy Word 
and Will, and bringing all our Love 
and Will to a joyful compliance with 
thy Will; and quickening our dull and 
drow ſie Hearts to a Holy and Heaven- 
ly Converſation. Let him turn all bur 
fo ſinful Pleaſures and Deſires into the 
WH - "delightful love of thee and of thy Ways 
and Servants. Save us from the great 
Sins of Selfiſhneſs, Pride and World- 
lineſs, and give us Self-denial, Humi- 
lity and a Heavenly Mind. That 
while we are on Earth our Hearts 
may be in Heaven, where we hope 
to live in thy joyful Love and Praiſe 
with Chriſt and all his Holy Ones 
for ever. Let us never forget that 


to come 1s endleſs ; - That our Souls 
are precious, and our Bodies vile, 
and muſt ſhortly turn to fottenneſ 
and\duſt ; that Sin is odious, and 
| Temptatiohs dangerous, and Judg- 
| men! 


rr 
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this Life is ſhort, and that the Life 


n 22 


ment dreadful to unprepared guilty 
Souls; and that without a Saviour 


and his Grace and Spirit, there is no 


Salvation; Cauſe us to live as we 


would die, and let no Temptation, 


Company or Buſineſs, draw us to 
{ay our God and our. everlaſting 
ate. | „ 
Lord bleſs the World, and ſpecially 


theſe Kingdoms, with Wiſe, Godly, © 


Juſt and Peaceable Princes, and infe- 


riour Judges and Magiſtrates; and 
guide, protect and proſper them for 


the common good, and the promo- 
ting of Godlineſs, and ſuppreſſing of 
Sin; And bleſs all Churches with a- 


ble, godly, faithful Paſtors, that are 
zealous lovers of God, and Goodneſs, 
and the Peoples Souls. And ſave the 


Nations and Churches from oppreſſing 


Tyranis and Deceivers, and from 


malignant Enemies to ſerious Piety. 
And cauſe Subjects to live in juſt O- 


bediehce, and in Love and Peace. 


Bleſs Families with Wiſe, Religious 


Governours, who will carctully in- 
| © > ſtrut. 


PRATERS 75 


— LN. Fran ont 


r. 
ſtruct their Children and Servants, and ker 
reſtrain them from Sin, and keep of 0 
them from Temptation. Teach Chil. Gifte 
| dren and Servants to fear God, and Ie: 
huonour and obey their Governours. 7 


© Our Father which art in Em. (vi 

ven, let thy Name be Hallowed, Let ] Stre 

thy Kigdom come. Let thy Will be due WV 
0 Earth as it is in Heaven. Give us ſho 
_ this day our daily Bread; Forgive ut and 
our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that Life 
Treſpaſs againſt us, Lead us not into 10 
Temptation, but deliver us from Evil, Im. 

For thine is the Kingdom, the Power hol 


aud the Glory, for ever. Amen. 3 
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Abort Prayer for Children and f 
Servants; { er 
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Ver- living and moſt Glorious Goc Ine 
Father, Son and Holy-Ghoſt | 


Infinite is thy Power, thy Wiſdom 
and thy Goodneſs! Thou art the __ 
„ | er 


il. 


ker of all the World, the Redeemer 


Jof loſt and ſinſul Man and the San- 


Rifier of the Elect! Thou haſt made 


2 5 
4 


me a living reaſonable Soul, placed a 


while in this Fleſh and World to Know, 
and Love, and ſerve thee my Creator, 
with all my Heart and Mind, and 
Strength, that I might obtain the 


Reward of the heavenly Glory. This 


ſhould have been the greateſt care, 
and buſineſs and pleaſure of all 
Life : I was bound to it by thy Law : 


I was invited by thy Mercy. And in 


my Baptiſm I was devoted to this 
holy life, by a ſolemn Covenant and 
Vow !- But alas 1 have proved too 
unfaithful to that Covenant: I have 


forgotten and neglected the God, the 


Saviour, and the Sanctiffſer, to whom 
I was engaged: And have too much 
ſerved the Devil, the World and the 
Fleſh, which I renounced : I was born 


in fin, and ſinfully 1 have lived- 1 
have been too careleſs of my Immortal 
Soul, and of the great work for which 
I was. created and redeemed; I have 
BS "BY ſpent 
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ſpent much of my precious time in ve | 


given a Saviour to the World, and 


pardon all the ſins of my corrupted 


vanity, in minding and pleaſing this Inu me 


corruptible Fleſh ; And I have hard. Light 


ned my heart againſt thoſe Inſtructions, Mita. 
by which thy Spirit, and my Teachers, Nui 
and my own Conſcience, did call upon I t hi 
me to repent and turn to thee, Mind 

And now, Lord, my convinced frm 
Soul doth confeſs, that I have ceſerved 
to. be ſorſaken by thee, and givenill 
over to my luſt and folly, and to be 
caſt out of thy glorious Preſence into I fll 
Damnation. But ſeeing thou haſt 


made a pardoning and gracious Lay, 
promiſing forgiveneſs and falvation || ple 
through his Merits, to every true 
penitent Believer, I thankſully accept 
the mercy of thy Covenant in Chriſt; 
I humbly confeſs my ſin and guiltineſs: | w 
I eaſt my miſerable Soul upon thy H 
Grace, and the Merits, and Sacrifice # 
and Interceſſion of my Saviour. OI 


heart and life; And as a reconciled 
Father take me to be thy Child ; And 
— ä | glwe 
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ww 


ers, Fquicken my dead and hardned heart; 
don et him enlighten my dark unbelieving 


Mind ; by clearer knowledge and 
firm belief ; let him turn my will to 
the ready Obedience of thy holy 
Will ; let him reveal to my Soul the 
wonders of thy love in Chriſt, and 
fll it with love to Thee and my Re- 
deemer, and to all thy holy word and 
works; till all my ſinful carnal love 
be quenched in me, and my ſinful 


pleafures turned into a ſweet Delight, 


in God; give me {elt-denial, humility 
and lowlineſs, and fave me from the 
great and hateful fins of Selfiſhneſs, 
Worldlineſs and Pride. O ſet my 
Heart upon the Heavenly Glory, 
where I hope ere long to live with 


Chriſt and all his holy Ones, in the 


joy ful ſight and love and praiſe of Thee 
the God of love for ever. Deny me 


not any of thoſe helps and mercies, 
which 


* 


in ve me thy renewing Spirit, to be 
lan me a Principle of holy Life, and 
rd-Ffight and Love, and thy Seal and 
NS, witneſs that I am thine; let him 
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. fear, and cauſe me 


to receive their In- 


obey them, in O- 


, Pany ; Tempi. 
Ons, 


which are needſul to my SanRification 


and Salvation. 


And cauſe me to live 


in continual readineſs, for a ſafe and 


comfortable Death 


lofe my Soul, my 
God, 


Additions for Chil. | 


dren. 


Let thy Bleſſing | 


be upon my Pa- 
rents and Gover- 
nours; Cauſe them 
to Inſtruct and E- 
ducate me in thy 


with thankſulneſs 


ſtructions; and to 
love, honour and 


bedience to thee. 
Keep me from the 
fnares of evil Com- 


: For what would 


it, profit me to win all the World, and 


Saviour, and my 


Additions for Ser. 
wants. 

And as thou haſt 
made me a Ser- 
vant, make me con- 
ſcionable and faith- 
ful, in my Place 
and Truſt, and 
careful of my Ma- 


{ters goods and bu - 


ſineſs, as I would 
be if it were my 
own. Make me 


ſubmiſſive fand o- 
bedient to my Go- 


vernours: Keep 


me from ſelf- will 
and pride, from. 


Mute 
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mark of the Un- 
godly, to be a Lo- 


n *. 
* 
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4 
ons, and Youthful 
Pleaſures ; and let 
me be a Compani- 
on of them that 
fear thee. Let my 
daily delight be to 
Meditate on thy 
Law ; and let me 
never have the 


ver of Pleaſures 
more than of God. 
Furniſh my Youth 
with thoſe Trea- 
ſures of Wiſdom 
and holineſs, which 
may be daily in- 
creaſed and uſed to 
thy. Glory. .. 
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[-murmuring and 
unreverent ſpeech- 
es, from falſhood, 


which he bath taught us, Our 


| 


All this I beg and hope for, on the 
account of the Merits and Interceſſion 
of Jeſus Chriſt,concluding in the words 
| Father- 

which 


ſlothfulneſs and all 
deceit: That I 


might not be an 
Eye · ſervant, plea» 
ſing my 


luſt and 
fleſnly appetite; 


but may chearful- 


ly and willingly do 
my duty, as be 


lieving that thou 


art the revenger of 
all unfaithfulneſs ; 


and may do my 
ſervice not only as 
unto Man, but as. 


to the Lord, ex - 
pecting from thee 
my chief Reward. 


D PR AT ERS. 
which art in Heaven, hallowed be thy 
Name, Thy Kingdom come, Thy Will FA 


done, on Earth, as it is in Heaven, 


Grve us this day our daily Bread. And 
forgive us our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
them that Treſpaſs againſt us. And lead 
us not into Temptation; But deliver us 
from Evil. For thine is the Kingdom, 
the Power, and the Glory, for ever, 
Amen. 


A plain and ſbort Prayer for | 


Families, for Morning and 


/ E827 
Evening. e Fa 07 


4 AA All- ſeeing 5 moſt 
Gracious God the World and 


all therein is made, maintained and 


ordered by thee : Thou art every 


where preſent, being more than the 
foul of all the World. Though thou art 
revealed in thy Glory to thoſe only 
that are in Heaven, thy Grace is ſtill 
at work on Earth to prepare Men for 


that Glory: Thou madeſt us not as 


the 


* 
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the Beaſts that periſh, but with re- 
ſonable immortal Souls to know and 
ſeek, and ſerve thee here, and then to 
live with all the Bleſſed, in the ever. 
laſting fight of thy Heavenly Glory, 
and the Pleaſures of thy perfect Love, 
and Praiſe. But we are aſhamed to 
think how fooliſhly and ſinfully we 


have forgotten and negleAed our God 


and our Souls, and our hopes of bleſ- 
ſed Immortality, and have overmuch 


minded the things of this viſible tran- 
f fitory World, and the Proſperity and 


Pleaſure of this corruptible Fleſh, which 
we know muſt turn to rottenneſs and 
duſt. Thou gaveſt us a Law which 
was juſt and good, to guide us in the 
only way to Life, and when by Sin 

we had undone our ſelves, thou gaveſt 
us a Saviour, even thy eternal Word 
made Man, who by his holy Life and 
bitter Sufferings reconciled us to thee, 
and both purchaſed Salvation for us, 
and revealed it to us, better than an 
Angel from Heaven could have done, 


if thou hadſt ſent him to us Sinners 


ON 


R 


on ſuch a meſſige en alas how light 


have we ſet by our Redeemer! And Ie: 


by alt that Love which thou haſt 


' manifeſted by him, and how little I 


have we ſtudicd and underſtood, and 
leſs obeyed that Covenant of Grace, 


which thou haſt made by him to loſt 


Mankind? 

But O God be merciful to us vile and 
miſerable Sinners! Forgive the Sins 
of our natural {pravity and the follies 
of our Youth, and all the Ignorance, 


- negligence, omiſſions and commiſſions 


of our lives: And give us true Re- 


pentance for them, or elſe we know 


that thou wilt not forgive them. Our 
Life is but as a Shadow that paſſeth 
away, and it is but as a moment till 
we muſt leave this World, and appear 
before thee to give up our Account, 


and to ſpeed for ever as here we have 


prepared. Should we die before thou 


haſt turned our Hearts from this 


finful Fleſh and World to thee by true 


Faith and Repentance, we ſhall be loſt } 
for evermore. O woe to us that ever 
N „„ 
| 1 


re were born, if thou forgive not our 
ins, and make us not holy before 
this ſhort and uncertain Life be at an 
End: Had we all the Riches and Plea- 
ures of this World, they would ſhortly 
leave us in the greater Sorrows. We 
know that all our Life is but the time 
which thy Mercy allotteth us to pre- 
rare for Death: Therefore we ſhould* 
not put off our Repentance and Pre- 
paration to-a ſick Bed : But now 
Lord, as if it were our laſt and dying 
words, we earneſtly beg thy pardoning 
and ſanctifying Grace through the Me- 
5 rits and Interceſſion of our Redeemer: 
O thou that haſt pitied and ſaved ſo 
many Millions of miſerable Sinners, 
pity and fave us alſo, that we may 
glorifie thy Grace for ever; ſurely. 
thou delighteſt not in the Death of 
u ISinners, but rather that they return 
. Hand live: Hadſt thou been unwilling 
e to ſhew Mercy, thou wouldſt not 
have ranſomed us by ſo precious a 
r 
. 


Price, and till intreat us to be recon- 
eiled to thee; We have no cauſe to 
Wa 5 diſtruſt 


86 eee 

diſtruſt thy Truth or Goodneſs ; bullirſt 
we are aſraid leſt Unbelief, and Prideflromi 
and Hy pocriſie, and a worldly fleſhlyllef tl 
Mind, ſhould be our Ruin. O fave uflHea 
from Satan, and this tempting World flwen 
but eſpecially from our ſelves : Teachl God 
us to deny all ungodlineſs and fleſhlyſlcont 
Luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſlyſ}and 


= and godly in this World, Let it beſus t 


our chiefeſt daily work to pleaſe thee, {aki 


and to lay up a Treaſure in Heaven, 
and to make ſure of a bleſſed Life 
with Chriſt, and quietly to truſt thee 
with Soul and Body. Make us faith- 
ful in our Callings, and our duties to fro 
one another, and to all Men, to ow IM 
Superiours, Equals and Inferiours : Er 
Bleſs the King, and all in Authority, IA 
that we may live a quiet and peace- Nor 
able Life in all godlineſs and honeſty : £5; 
_ Gwe wiſe, holy, and peaceable Pa. 
ſtors to--all the Churches of Chriſt, 
and holy and peaceable Minds to the 
People: Convert the Heathen and 
Infidel Nations of the World: And 
cauſe us, and all thy People to ſeek 
FE, „ firſt 
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eino thy Will on Earth as it is done in 
Ve ugHeaven : Give us our daily Bread, 
orld even all things neceſſary to Life and 


eachFGodlineſs, and let us be therewith 
ſhlyfſcontent. Forgive us our daily Sins, 


uſlyfand let thy Love and Mercy conſtrain 
t befſus to love thee above all; and for thy 
hee, Hake to love our Neighbours as our 
ven, ſelves, and in all our Dealings, to do 
Life Ijuſtly and mercifully, as we would 
hee have others do by us. Keep us from 
the Ihurtful Temptations, from Sin, and 
to from thy Judgments, and. from the 
our Malice of our ſpiritual and corporal 
s: Enemies: And let all our Thoughts, 
ty, Affections, Paſſions, Words and Acti- 
ce: Ions, be governed by thy Word and 
y : $Spirit to thy Glory; Make all our Reli- 
. gion and Obedience pleaſant to us; 
ſt, and let our Souls be ſo delighted in 
ne the Praiſe of thy Kingdom, thy Power 
d and thy Glory, that it may ſecure 
and ſweeten our Labour by Day, and 
our Reſt by Night, and keep us in a 
A longing 


hy o | | 


aig; 7 A 
bugfrſt the Hallowing of thy Name, the |} 
r:deffcoming of thy Kingdom, the doing 


——_— _— a 
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P RAT ERS. 
longing and joyful Hope of the he 

venly Glory: And let the Grace q 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Lot 
of God our Father, and the Commu, 
nion of the holy Spirit be with us now 
and for ever, Amen. 1 


Chr 
By the late Lord Chief-Juſtice Hate. 


$22 © * 
A Lmighty God, whewhe had rais'd the Frame 
f Heaven and Earth, and furniſhed the ſame 
ith works of equal wonder, framed then 
[piece of greater Excellence, call d Man: 
Wave him à comprehenſive Soul, that ſoar d 
ode the Creatures, and bebeld their Lord; 
crib d him with his Image, and did fill © 
ſhe compaſs of his Intellect and Will, 
Vith Truth and Good ; gave him the Cuſtody 
f bis own Bliſs and Immortality. | 
lud juſtly now his Soueraign mi ht demand, 
ubjection aud Obedience at his hand. 
ie on) Boing given, rere but right 
HE, Debt of Duty (ould be infinite: 
1. here was more, à ſuper- added dreſs 
Lie, Perfection, and Happineſs. 
er this great King, for an Experiment 
Df Man's deſerv/d Allegiance, . 7s content 
0 7 an eafie Precept, ſuch as food a 
both with bis Creatures Duty and his Good "i 
. AY 1 | Forvids | 
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Aud too reſplendent for poor Arial Abt; 4 
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oems upon Chriſtmas-Day. 


Forbids one Fruit, on pain of death, aud givei 

Freely the reſt which he might eat and live. el 
But Man Rebels, and for one taſt doth chooſe, Nai. 
His Life, his God, his Innocence to looſe, F ht 


A man would think his injur d God ſhould ſay, 
There lies Accurſed Mims and let jo fie * 
Intangled in that Web ef Miſery, 

Which his own Sin hath ſpun j I muſt he True 
Aud Juſt. Unthankful Man, thou haft thy due, 
But 'twas not ſo, Though Man the Maſtry, 
Fithbis Creators Power and Will, dares try); 
And being over-matcht with Power, diſdains 
Toſeek a Pardon from his Soveraign ; 

The Great and Glorious God, the Mighty King 
Of Heaven an Earth, deſpisd by ſuch a thing 
As man, a Worm of his own making, breaks 
The rules of Greatacſs, and his Creature ſects, 
His fromard Creature; not in ſuch a way 
As once he did in the cool of that day, | 
Wherein Man ſiun d, aud hid; ſuch Majeſty 
Had been to great for Man's neceſſity: 

But the Eternal Son of God, the Word, 

By which all things were made, the Mighty Lord, 
Aſſumes our Fleſh, and under that he lays, 
And hides his Greatneſs, and thoſe Glorious Ra 
Of Majeſty, which had been over bright, 
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dl under this diſguiſe, the King of Ning. 
—* Meſſage of 5 2 MES 
of, Joicits Man t return; pays the Price 

" Wf bis Trauſgreſſion by the Sacrifice 
or, 

Fear, 


his own Soul; and undertakes to cure 


VConguer Death for him; and more than this, 
o ſettle him in Everlaſting Bliſs. 

hd now, O Man, could this exceſi of Love, 
Y Thank 42 0 to ſuch a height improve, 

hat it could fire thy Soul into one flame 
Lore, to only him that bought the ſame 

t ſuch 4 rate, yet ſtill it were too ſmall 
13 thy Saviours Love withal; 


rf 


Pre did he give thee Being from the duſt, 
due, Wd for that only Being 'twere but juſt ? 
Wo pay thy utmoſt ſelf: But when once more . 
; Wh Being, and thy Bliſs he did reſtore . 
uch a means as this, it doth bereave | 

hy Soul of hopes of recompence, and leave 
ing Wy Soul inſolvent. Twice to him this day 
g' on 0w/t thy ſelf, gar but One [elf canſt pay. 
# ; II. | 
" The Prince of Darkneſs. fleſht with Victory 

our firſt Parents firſt Apoſtacy, KO 

y ſurpt a Lawleſs Soveraigaty on Man, 

levolted thus from his firſt Soveraign : 

lad though by that Apoſtacy he found, | 
LordWrder the chains of death his Faſſal bound, 
to ſecure his Empire, be o're-ſpread 


is Captives as he pleaſed : Thus he bears 
ms Rule uſurped, near four thouſand years 3 


3 60 


2 


wr Sins, their Peace and Pardon to procure; 


eWorld with Darkneſi, and thereby did lead 
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92 Poems upon Chriſtmas- Day. 
Except ſome ſmall confin d Plantation, 
Wie a Family or Nation. : 

But now to put a period to this Reign 

Of this aper, and reduce again, 

Man to his Juſt Subjection, tis decreed 
That Man from this Subjeftion ſhall be Freed; 
And this not by the abſolute Commands 
Of an immediate Power, nor ſhall the Baud; 
Of Avgets Glorious Hoſts ingaged be, 

To reſcue Man from this Captivity: 

But God an unſuſpected means intends, 

And yet moſt ſuitable unto this end. - 

Sin ſtainid our Nature, and the Serpents wile, 
Did man of Innocence and Life beguile: 

By Man his head is cruſtb d; the Lawfſul Lord 
Unto his Creature, Man to his Life reſtor'd; 

A Virgins Son is Bern: This riſing Sum, 
TheWorlds inthalling darkuef5 over-runs ; 

A Child to us is Born, whoſe Innocence, 

Our Natures ſpot and jt ain doth purge and cleanſe 
His Wornds, our Cure; his Bonds, our Libert 
His Death becomes our Life, our Victory. 
And this is He, whoſe Birth we Celebrate, 
Aud from this Day our Happineſs do Date, 


